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When we got to Auschwitz the first thing we noticed was the big sign saying ‘Freedom through work’. Then the first selection came, where people were picked out to go straight to the gas chamber. We all had to undress and march naked past a group of SS officers. My older sister was absolutely terrified of dying. I said to her, ‘Don’t be afraid. You go in first. I’ll be right behind you. If you are gassed, I’ll be with you. I won’t leave you alone.’ Then, all the hair on our bodies was shaved off by prisoners. Next we were sent to a very large room with nozzles on the walls. We still didn’t know if we were going to be gassed. When water came out, we knew we were going to stay alive. 


We were beaten a lot and hardly given anything to eat. You could watch human beings turn into animals. Many people lost all sense of human dignity. We were forced to carry heavy rocks from one place to another. We had to carry a rock about half a mile, set it down, pick up another rock and carry that back to where we had originally come from. And of course, there was the fire, the bright fire rising from the chimney. You couldn’t help but notice it. It burned night and day. People came from Hungary, and we said ‘Today the Hungarians are burning.’ When was it going to be our turn?





Memories of Dora Volkel, interviewed in 1989











