The Interesting Narrative of Olaudah Equiano
Olaudah was an African who was sold into slavery at the age of eleven. He managed to buy his own freedom and educate himself. Once he was able to read and write he told the world about his horrific experiences as a slave and became a leading campaigner for the abolition of the slave trade.

One day, when all our people were gone out to their work as usual, and only I and my dear sister were left to mind the house, two men and a woman got over our walls and in a moment seized us both; and, without giving us time to cry out, or make resistance, they stopped our mouths, tied our hands, and ran off with us into the nearest wood: and continued to carry us as far as they could…

When we went to rest the following night they offered us some food; but we refused them, and the only comfort we had was in being in one another’s arms all that night, and bathing each other with our tears. But alas, we were soon deprived of even the smallest comfort of weeping together. The next day proved a day of greater sorrow than I had yet experienced: for my sister and I were then separated, while we lay clasped in each other’s arms. It was in vain that we asked them not to part us: she was torn from me, and immediately carried away, while I was left in a state of shock and horror. I cried and grieved continually; and for several days I did not eat anything, but what they forced into my mouth.
The Interesting Narrative of Olaudah Equiano, first published in 1798
