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Was life any better for slaves on plantations?
( Your task
Read through the sources below and highlight any evidence you find according to the colour codes shown in the table.

	Evidence that tells us about the jobs slaves did
	Evidence that tells us about the health of slaves
	Evidence about how slaves were controlled


(Extension task
Look back at your notes on the transatlantic voyage to the West Indies from West Africa. Were the conditions slaves lived and worked under in places like Jamaica better or worse than those they faced on board the merchants’ ships?


	Source 1

The slaves’ hard work, and their poor diet and living conditions, all led to a low life expectancy. The slaves’ average life expectancy was only 26. The death rate among babies was particularly high: 25 per cent of all babies died of tetanus before they were ten days old. Then there were smallpox, measles and whooping cough, which could all be fatal. Nobody bothered to register a baby’s birth until it had survived for several weeks.
Peace & War, a school textbook published in 1993

	Source 2

Slaves had no rights. They were the property of their master. They could own nothing. They were not allowed to marry, but the owners encouraged them to have children, who would be new, young slaves for the future. If slaves committed serious crimes they could have their noses slit, their ears cut off or their faces branded. The most common punishment was whipping. After fighting for freedom in a slave revolt in 1760, one black rebel was burnt alive from his feet upwards. But slaves still revolted – there were over 30 rebellions in the West Indies between 1750 and 1850.

From ‘Minds and Machines’, a school textbook published in 1999

	Source 3

On a given signal, the buyers rush at once into the yard where the slaves are kept and make a choice of the one that they like best. The noise and clamour increases the worry of the terrified Africans. In this manner, relations and friends are separated, never to see each other again.

A description of the ‘scramble’, when dealers rushed to purchase the best slaves, by Olaudah Equiano, a former slave. 

	Source 4

Timetable

5:30am Go to field taking their breakfast with them, register called, work till 8.00 am
8.00 am Breakfast: boiled yam, eddoes, okra (exotic fruits and vegetables grown in the Caribbean), Any latecomers arriving are whipped.

8.30-12.00pm Work

12.00-2.00pm Rest and dinner: salted meat or pickled fish

2.00-6.00pm Work

6.00 pm Allowed to return to their huts.

Night time During the harvest season work in the mill and boiling houses throughout the night.

A typical slave’s day

	Source 5

The slaves are divided into three classes called gangs; the first of which consists of the most healthy and strong, both of the males and females whose chief business is, before crop time, to clear, hole and plant the canes, feed the mills, and attend to the manufacture of the sugar. The second gang is composed of young boys and girls and pregnant females who weed the canes and do other light work. The third gang consists of young children, attended by an old woman, who collect green food for the pigs and sheep and weed the garden.
A description of life on a plantation, 1807

	Source 6

On large plantations the rich, white owner and his family lived in a fine house. The slaves lived in clusters of small huts near the fields. A few worked as servants in the master’s house and some were trained as blacksmiths or carpenters, but most worked hard in the fields. 

From ‘Minds and Machines’, a school textbook published in 1999

	Source 7
The punishments are: for rebellions, burning them by nailing them down on the ground with crooked sticks on every limb, and then apply fire by degrees from the feet and hands, burning them gradually up to the head, whereby their pains are great. For crimes of a lesser nature chopping off half of the foot with an axe. For running away, they out iron rings of great weight on their ankles, or pothooks about their necks, which are iron rings with two long hooks riveted to them, or a spur in the mouth. For negligence, they are usually whipped by the overseers with wooden paddles, being first tied up.
Report by a visitor to a plantation in Jamaica in the eighteenth century


Write your answer here. Don’t forget to provide examples from your notes to illustrate your points.








