How vile was life in Victorian Britain?
Student A
During the ninteenth century people were expected to work in very harsh conditions to earn a basic wage. They work in mills and down mines and many often because of the poor conditions. Some people thought this was a bad thing and they decided to pass some laws to make life better for them. Children also benefited from these new laws. People who couldn’t work or who were out of work had a hard time as well. They were expected to go to workhouses. They ate very little and were treeted badly, but at least they got a roof over the heads. Finally, laws were passed to make towns cleaner. This had a very widespread effect. Despite all these laws and things, I think life was still really tuff, dont you?
Student B

Life was possibly not as bad as many historians have previously thought for people living and working in workhouses. The reports made by Poor Law commissioners show that workhouses provided health care, basic food and clothing and shelter until the occupants were able to support themselves again financially. For example, at Gressenhall workhouse in Norfolk, people in workhouses were given up to an hour for meal breaks and regular shorter breaks during the working day.  Although there diete was simple, they were given meat and fish regularly. Children were also provided with a basic education. However, we have to be careful when looking at the accounts written by workhouses themselves, as often the conditions were a lot more grimmer than they would publish in official reports. It is only by comparing evidence from different sources such as commissioners reports, accounts by novelists and journalists, even songs and letters by inmates, that we can get a full picture.
Student C

In the nineteenth century working conditions for people in agriculture and in industry improved to a certain extent. Laws such as the mines act (1842) and the factory acts (1933, & 1947) were passed in order to improve working conditions. People and politicians were especially concerned about the conditions which children were working under. Before these acts was passed children were exploited as a cheap source of labour. The novelist elizabeth gaskell in her book, ‘mary barton’ described the horrors of working in a Manchester cotton mill. Children were expected to work from the early hours of the morning until eight o’ clock at night. They had few breaks and were punished severely by overseers if they arrived late or were absent without good reason. elizabeth gaskells novels had a powerful effect upon society, especially the middle-classes, who until then had little or no idea of the horrors of working life for ordinary people. Other things which helped improve the lives of working people were:

· Workhouses

· The Public Health Act

· The Great Reform Act

How vile was life in Victorian Britain?
Read the three examples of students’ work. Discuss which you think is the best and assess the work against the following criteria:
Student A
	Success criteria
	Red
	Amber
	Green
	Reason

	Good punctuation, spelling and grammar
	
	
	
	

	Provides detailed and accurate evidence to support the answer to the question
	
	
	
	

	Good use of technical vocabulary
	
	
	
	

	The work is analytical (it questions the available information and provides original ideas)
	
	
	
	

	It clearly answers the question
	
	
	
	

	The language is appropriate for a formal essay
	
	
	
	

	Good presentation skills & use of ICT
	
	
	
	


Student B
	Success criteria
	Red
	Amber
	Green
	Reason

	Good punctuation, spelling and grammar
	
	
	
	

	Provides detailed and accurate evidence to support the answer to the question
	
	
	
	

	Good use of technical vocabulary
	
	
	
	

	The work is analytical (it questions the available information and provides original ideas)
	
	
	
	

	It clearly answers the question
	
	
	
	

	The language is appropriate for a formal essay
	
	
	
	

	Good presentation skills & use of ICT
	
	
	
	


Student C
	Success criteria
	Red
	Amber
	Green
	Reason

	Good punctuation, spelling and grammar
	
	
	
	

	Provides detailed and accurate evidence to support the answer to the question
	
	
	
	

	Good use of technical vocabulary
	
	
	
	

	The work is analytical (it questions the available information and provides original ideas)
	
	
	
	

	It clearly answers the question
	
	
	
	

	The language is appropriate for a formal essay
	
	
	
	

	Good presentation skills & use of ICT
	
	
	
	


