Workhouses – role cards

	
You are a priest. You think that workhouses turn the poor into respectable members of the community


	
You are a factory owner who sometimes uses workhouse orphans to work in your cotton mill


	
You are a businessman who has had to pay for the upkeep of the ‘able-bodied’ poor in the past


	
You are a member of the town council. You don’t like the way the old system seem to encourage idleness


	
You are a town councillor. You think that the overseers whose job it was to collect the poor rates were incompetent


	
You are an MP. You think the Elizabethan Poor Law system was old-fashioned and ineffective.


	
You are an orphaned child



	
You are a married woman who has been separated from her husband


	
You are unable to work because of an injury you suffered as a child working in a cotton mill


	
You are a widow and can’t earn enough to keep you or your family


	
You are a local craftsman. Many of your apprentices come from the workhouses


	
You are a commissioner for the royal navy. You need oakum for the ships in your fleet


	
You are a local farmer who supplies vegetables for the workhouse


	
You are an orphan


	
You are a young girl, separated from your family


	
You are Oliver Twist


	
You are Oliver Twist’s mother


	
You live in the workhouse and hate life there


	
You live in the workhouse and hate life there


	
You live in the workhouse and hate life there




