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Eminent Victorians





Task one





In 1918, 15 years after the death of Queen Victoria, the historian Lytton Strachey published his famous book, ‘Eminent Victorians’. Find out what was so revolutionary about Strachey’s approach to writing biographies and who he chose as the subjects of his book.











� HYPERLINK "http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/File:Carrington_-_Strackey.jpg" �� INCLUDEPICTURE "http://upload.wikimedia.org/wikipedia/commons/thumb/d/d4/Carrington_-_Strackey.jpg/240px-Carrington_-_Strackey.jpg" \* MERGEFORMATINET ����


Lytton Strachey, author of ‘Eminent Victorians’











Task two





Choose one ‘Eminent Victorian’ of interest to you, and write an obituary about their life (one suggestion – Florence Nightingale???). Try to adopt Strachey’s technique of writing biography so your account of their life is accurate and honest.
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Law and order





Task one





Visit the Learning Curve website put together by the National Archives on the Victorians and find the section on Law and Order. Study all the sources carefully and work through each activity.





Task two





Visit your local library and investigate the extent of law and order in Shepway in Victorian times. Produce a presentation for your class on some of the most infamous or mysterious cases you find out about.





� INCLUDEPICTURE "http://www.cartoonstock.com/lowres/csl1527l.jpg" \* MERGEFORMATINET ���
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Victorian portraits





Task one





Victorian art can teach us a lot about the moral attitudes and social values of everyday people. The BBC news presenter, Jeremy Paxman recently produced a series on Victorian art on the BBC. You can watch clips on YouTube if you type in ‘Paxman, Victorian art’. Watch a clip from the first episode on Victorian cities. Write a brief TV review on the clip, explaining what you have learned and whether you’d recommend it to someone studying Victorian history.











Task two





Study the picture ‘The Railway Station’ by William Frith and write a short gallery talk, explaining what the painting can teach us about Victorian society. The talk should last 1 minute when read aloud.








� INCLUDEPICTURE "http://4.bp.blogspot.com/_dLSVgS5AxBI/S_vVRTlNyMI/AAAAAAAAsaM/BA3w3nzY6Z8/s1600/RailwayStn_Frith2.jpg" \* MERGEFORMATINET ���


Frith, ‘The Railway Station’
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Victorian Shepway





Task one





Conduct some research into Victorian street furniture & buildings, e.g. pillar boxes, gas lamps as well as municipal buildings, e.g. stations, town halls. Investigate the evidence of local building in your area. Photograph evidence and use the local history section of the Folkestone or Hythe libraries to see if you can find out more about the objects you find, e.g. were they built to commemorate certain events, what was happening in the town at the time of their construction.


Type up your findings as a guide to Victorian Shepway.








Task two





Use one of the family history websites to explore the history of your street, Find out which families were living there in Victorian times and if you can anything about their lives. If you live in a modern development, choose the nearest Victorian street to you.


� INCLUDEPICTURE "http://2.bp.blogspot.com/_dLSVgS5AxBI/TPIjVgIDDkI/AAAAAAAA4Mk/r2gp7-H_Ce0/s1600/Folkstonepostcard1902.jpg" \* MERGEFORMATINET ���
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Victorian children





Task one





Visit the Spartacus Schoolnet website and investigate the working conditions of children in Victorian factories. Imagine you are a reforming MP and write a speech to be delivered in parliament setting out the injustices you have read about in your source research and explaining what you would like to see changed.





� HYPERLINK "http://www.spartacus.schoolnet.co.uk/Twork.htm" �http://www.spartacus.schoolnet.co.uk/Twork.htm�








Task two





Imagine you have been asked to put together a museum exhibition on child factory workers. Choose which artefacts, sources, extracts you would include in your exhibition and produce a mini museum catalogue.





� INCLUDEPICTURE "http://www.destination360.com/europe/uk/images/s/british-museum.jpg" \* MERGEFORMATINET ���


British museum
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Victorians at the movies





Task one





The Victorian era is an extremely popular one for using as a setting for blockbuster movies – think about the recent ‘Sherlock Holmes’ movie with Robert Downey Jr & Jude Law. Do some research into similar movies and come up with a playlist of movies you could recommend we show as part of the History film club. Next to each choice, write a sentence explaining your choice.





� INCLUDEPICTURE "http://blog.80millionmoviesfree.com/wp-content/uploads/2009/12/watch-sherlock-holmes-2009.jpg" \* MERGEFORMATINET ���








Task two





Write a trailer for the top Victorian movie on your list. In the trailer try to refer to as many aspects of Victorian society illustrated in the movie as you can.











