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Victorian Britain

1. Visit the Woodlands Junior website and complete the following tasks:

Record Queen Victoria’s dates

Paste a picture of her next to her dates

Make a list of subjects she studied as a child

Note down three major changes to Britain that occurred during her reign

2. Visit the section of the website on Victorian schools and do the following:
Paste a picture of a Victorian schoolroom below

Find out why these dates were so important in the development of education and note them down: 1844, 1870, 1880, 1889, 1891

3. Visit the section on Victorian factories and give 3 reasons why Victorian factories were unpleasant or dangerous places for children to work in

Match these statements to the following new laws that were passed to improve conditions for children working in factories
1833 Factory Act

1842 Mines and Collieries Act

1844 Factory Act

· Minimum age for working in factories reduced to 8 years old.
· 9 - 13 year olds limited to 9 hours a day and 48 hours a week 

· All women and children under 10 were banned from working underground.
·  Safety guards had to be fitted to all machines
· All children under eleven to have two hours education a day 
4. Explore the section entitled, ‘Workhouses’ and write a definition of a workhouse below. Paste a picture of a workhouse next to the definition.

Make a list of  advantages and disadvantages of workhouses. Do you think the advantages outweighed the disadvantages?

The BIG question:

Who do you think benefited most from improvements in Victorian Britain – ordinary people, factory owners, politicians and members of the government?

(Extension tasks
Once you have completed the activities above have a go at these online interactive tasks.

‘Muck and Brass’ – run your own Victorian city, making important decisions about the livelihoods of the inhabitants. Try to fill the city coffers and avoid as many deaths as possible. Results are measured in coins or coffins!

‘Who wants to be a cotton millionaire?’ – try your hand at being a Victorian entrepreneur. Answer the questions correctly to ensure success and keep you out of the debtor’s jail.
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