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‘My Story’ – The experiences of one person during the First World War





( Individual  task





Imagine you are a soldier or a young nurse. How do you think that person would have reacted to key events during World War One? Write a ‘My Story’ style account of this period seen through the eyes of your individual. Make sure your account includes references to the following events, issues or individuals:





Build up to war, the alliance system and the murder of the Archduke Franz Ferdinand


The outbreak of war and enlistment, e.g. the use of propaganda


The conditions in the trenches, e.g. evidence from ‘Forgotten Voices’ sources


New types of warfare, e.g. war in the air, tanks, gas attacks etc


The new roles played by women, e.g. VAD, Munitionettes, Auxiliary Army etc.


The role played by generals like Haig


Armistice and the end of the War





Other features you should include in your biography:





Title – choose a title for the cover of your biography that reflects your subject’s experience of of the war.


Contents page – containing the titles and page references of each of the chapters in the book (you must have at least 3 chapters, though some  might aim to do more)


Dramatic introduction  - you might want to start with an event or quote taken from the end of the war or a moment of high drama in the trenches


Make it exciting – really try to get inside the skin of your subject, use quotes and descriptions of significant or eye-opening events to keep your audience reading


Images – you might want to include photos or drawings that help readers envisage your experiences 


Conclusion – in your last paragraph try to highlight some of the unique experiences you have had and what your fears or hopes are after 1918 (readers like a cliff-hanger!)


Back cover – you may want to include a photo and brief description of the author, as well as a ‘blurb’ listing favourable reviews of your book


(Going further


Use the text books available to you in class as well as books in the school library. Make full use of these. Visit these first and follow the links to other recommended sites:


� HYPERLINK "http://www.spartacus.schoolnet.co.uk/FWW.htm" ��http://www.spartacus.schoolnet.co.uk/


��HYPERLINK "http://www.channel4.com/history/microsites/L/lostgeneration/index.html"��http://www.channel4.com/history/microsites/L/lostgeneration/index.html�


�HYPERLINK "http://www.bbc.co.uk/history/worldwars/wwone/"��http://www.bbc.co.uk/history/worldwars/wwone/�





Include a bibliography and previous targets in your work.





 (Extension task: include a section at the back of your story describing the life of a family member who was involved in WWI.








