A Fascist dictatorship
Case study 2: Italy
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Italy had fought on the winning side in the Great War. 600,000 Italians had died and the government hoped Italy would be rewarded with land from the losing countries. They were wrong – Italy got hardly any land at all.

By 1919, Italy was in a bit of a mess – one in ten Italians were unemployed, food prices were high and riots were common. Bands of ex-soldiers were roaming the country stealing and murdering too! As you can imagine, richer Italians were afraid of these bandits. They were also afraid that those ‘share-and-share-alike’ Communists might take over, too.

Increasingly, Italians turned to a young politician called Benito Mussolini, an ex-soldier and teacher! Mussolini promised to bring back discipline to Italy … at a price! He called this theory ‘Fascism’ and formed the Fascist Party in 1919. The basic idea of fascism was that the government should control the whole of a person’s life – education, newspapers, films and radio, even sport. People are still free to run their own businesses and make money, but there are tight controls on the workers – they can’t go on strike, for example. In return, Mussolini and his Fascist Party would ‘look after’ Italy. They would build roads and railways, which would give people jobs. Poor people would be given money to help them find work and the army would be increased in size in order to protect Italy’s borders. The Fascists would aim to make Italy great again and amongst the elite nations of the world. To a Fascist, the theory of Communism was wrong; all people were not equal, some were better than others. According to Fascists, men were better than women, some races and nations better than others.

By 1922, Mussolini announced he was marching to Rome to take over. His supporters, all dressed in black uniforms, marched with him. The King of Italy gave in and made Mussolini Italy’s new Prime Minister. Italy was now a dictatorship – Mussolini made all the laws, opposition to him was forbidden and opponents were beaten up or murdered.

By 1923, Mussolini’s efforts to restore Italy had attracted the attention of a 34-year-old up-and-coming politician who was living in Germany. His name was Adolf Hitler. Perhaps Mussolini’s ideas could work in Germany, too!
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