Victorian achievements & inventions







In 1859, Charles Darwin published his ‘Origin of the Species’ challenging the idea that mankind was created by God and suggesting he evolved from other animals such as apes








Free education was introduced for the first time. The 1876 Education Act meant that all children up to the age of 10 could enjoy an education.








The Victorian era saw great changes in the voting rights of ordinary people. From 1867 all male householders were eligible to vote or be elected














Alexander Graham Bell invented the telephone in 1876.








The German engineer Karl Benz designed the first combustion engine that could be used to power a car in 1896





The railway system expanded massively from 250 miles of track in 1864 to 4,700m by 1891











In 1879, Thomas Edison invented the first electric light bulb











In May 1840, the  world’s first pre-paid postage system, the Penny Black was introduced








In 1875 a new Public Heath act made it compulsory for all new houses to have running water and proper sewage facilities








