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What did the Victorians do for us?

Divide into pairs. Student A answer all the odd numbered questions and student B the even numbered ones.

1. Where did children work at the beginning of Queen Victoria’s reign? 

2. When did school first become compulsory?

3. Where does the expression ‘spend a penny’ come from?

4. What did Parliament do to solve ‘The Great Stink’?
5. In 1881, what horrible things did scientists find in ice cream?

6. In which year did anaesthetic arrive from America?
7. Where did false teeth come from?

8. Which amazing medicine did the Victorians invent?

9. How did the invention of celluloid save 8000 Indian elephants?

10. What did William Gladstone do to help make people cleaner?
( Extension task
Imagine you have been asked to write a short article in a nineteenth century travel magazine about Victorian Britain. Describe life in the country as accurately as you can, but try to put a positive spin on some of the less attractive aspects of life in the country.
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