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How vile was life in Victorian Britain?


Did working and living conditions really improve in Victorian Britain?


( Individual task





You are going to write your first history essay in Year 8. Follow these instructions carefully to ensure you do as well as you can.





Introduction





An introduction defines any key terms and provides context (background) for your essay. Briefly describe what life was like in Victorian Britain and why some people might have thought it was a particularly vile time in which to live, whilst others saw lots of improvements.





Main body





Break the main body of your essay down into separate topic paragraphs. Begin each paragraph with a topic sentence which introduces the paragraph but also links it back to the main question you are answering, e.g. ‘There is certainly evidence to suggest that life was vile for children who worked in factories. For example ….’





I suggest you have between 3 and 6 topic paragraphs. These could examine life in factories, life in workhouses and living conditions in Victorian towns and cities as well as education





Use lots of detailed facts to support your ideas, e.g. names of entrepreneurs, examples of their work, names of new laws, quotes from Victorian writers etc. Remember to stay focused on the main question, though!





Conclusion





Summarise the key points you have made and reach a verdict on the question – do you think life was really vile for Victorians or do you sense things did improve at all, e.g. with the Factory Act (1833), the Poor Law (1834), or the Public Health Act (1875)





(Extension task





Try to find out what your Victorian ancestors did. Was life vile for them? Write a paragraph about the sorts of lives they led.





(Going further


Use the excellent resources in the school and on the History website. Include a bibliography and a list of your previous targets.








