The end of the War to end all wars
( Your task
1. Read source one and list 3 reasons why 1917 was a crucial year in the War.

2. Why did America become involved in the War? Read source 2 and list your reasons.
3. On 11 November 1918 the German government called for a ceasefire and an armistice (a formal agreement to stop fighting) was eventually signed? Read source 3 and list the reasons why this happened.
4. Read sources 4 & 5. What are the similarities / differences between the accounts?

	Source one

1917 was a vital year in the course of the war. Ordinary Russian people staged a revolution against their leaders, by murdering their king (the Tsar) and his entire family and forming a new government. Afterwards, the Russians decided to withdraw from the War so they could sort out their domestic problems. Germany used this as an opportunity to refocus its efforts on winning the War. Troops which had been stationed in the East, fighting the Russians, could now be regrouped and moved to the Western Front in an attempt to defeat the Allied forces. However, that same year America decided to join the war and help Britain and France defeat the Germans, and began sending hundreds of thousands of soldiers over to Europe as well as weapons and supplies.

Adapted from a modern textbook

	Source 2

Although America did not declare war on Germany until 1917, she had been involved in the war from the beginning supplying the allies with weapons and supplies. On May 2nd 1915 the British passenger liner Lusitania was sunk by a torpedo from a German submarine. 1195 passengers, including 128 Americans, lost their lives. Americans were outraged and put pressure on the government to enter the war.  The American President, Woodrow Wilson campaigned for a peaceful end to the war. He appealed to both sides to try to settle the war by diplomatic means but was unsuccessful. In February 1917, the Germans announced an unrestricted submarine warfare campaign. They planned to sink any ship that approached Britain whether it was a military ship, supply ship or passenger ship. On April 3rd 1917, Wilson made a speech declaring that America would enter the war and restore peace to Europe. 
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Front page of NY Times showing sinking of Lusitania



	Source 3

There was a massive surge of German troops in the summer of 1918 in a desperate attempt to defeat the Allies before the arrival of the Americans in significant numbers. The failure of this attack was the final straw for many German soldiers. Many mutinied against their officers and deserted their posts. Germany itself was on the verge of collapse. The British navy had for many years set up a blockade of German ports and food and supplies were in short supply in the country. There was rioting on the streets of many German cities and some even talked about staging a revolution similar to the one which had happened in Russia in 1917. Sensing the danger, the German ruler, Kaiser Wilhelm II fled to Holland and there remained in exile for the rest of his life. A new government was quickly formed and negotiations began with the Allies to organise a ceasefire. Finally, on 11th November 1918 the guns of the Western Front finally fell silent.

A modern history textbook

	Source 4

At 11 0’clock on the 11th November I was sitting in a room with a major in the Scots Greys (a regiment). When 11 o’clock came he shut up his watch and said, ‘I wonder what we are going to do next!’ That was very much the feeling of everyone. What was one going to do next? To some of us it was the end of four years, to others three years, to some less. For many of us it was practically the only life we had known. We had started so young. Nearby was a German machine gun unit giving our troops a lot of trouble. They kept on firing until practically 11 o’clock. At precisely 11 o’clock an officer stepped out of their position, stood up, lifted his helmet and bowed to the British troops. He then fell in all his men (gathered them together) in the front of the trench and marched them off. I always thought that this was a wonderful display of confidence in British chivalry, because the temptation to fire on them must have been very great.

Major Keith Officer, Australian Corps from ‘Forgotten Voices’

	Source 5

It wasn’t like London, where they all got drunk of course. No, it wasn’t like that, it was all very quiet. You were dazed you just didn’t realise that you could stand up and not be shot.
Corporal Reginald Leonard Haine, 1st Battalion, Honourable Artillery Company, from ‘Forgotten Voices’


