Sir Douglas Haig – ‘The Butcher of the Somme’?
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Douglas Haig was born in Edinburgh 1861, the son of John Haig, who owned the famous whisky distillery. He went to Oxford in 1880, and then the prestigious Royal Military College at Sandhurst in 1883.

Haig was sent to India with his regiment in 1886 and while there worked his way through the ranks. He experienced active service in the several conflicts around the world in India, South Africa and the Middle East. He served under Lord Kitchener (the officer who appears on the famous British Army recruitment poster). When Haig became major-general he was the youngest officer of that rank in the British Army. 

 
Haig had a distinguished career in the early stages of the First World War and his courage and leadership skills were admired by fellow soldiers during the Battles of Mons and Ypres in 1914. Haig was promoted to full general and was given command of the British Expeditionary Forces in France and Belgium. Haig was severely criticised for his conduct of the Battle of the Somme in 1916 by people (including the Prime Minister at the time Lloyd George) who claimed his military tactics misjudged.

After the war Haig became commander in chief of home forces until his retirement in 1921. Haig was given £100,000 by the British government and spent the rest of his life helping ex-servicemen through the Royal British Legion (who organize the Poppy Day Appeal every year). He was made Earl Haig in 1919 and died in 1928. 
(Activities

Draw a timeline into your exercise books and add key facts above the timeline if you think they show Haig in a positive light or below it if they show him in a negative one.

Work in pairs. A radio journalist interviewing Douglas Haig in 1927. Write a transcript of the interview, with one of you as the reporter and one of you as Haig. Consider the following.
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his background     education     early career in the army     the highs & lows of his military career     the last years of his life











