Was the dropping of the atomic bombs justified?

	Source No.
	American casualties would be heavy if the USA did not drop the bomb
	The USA wanted to test its expensive new weapon
	The USA wanted the USSR to see how powerful it was
	The USA wanted to teach the Japanese a lesson

	Source 7
Map of war in Pacific
	Map shows that Japan occupied thousands of islands that would be difficult to take
	
	
	

	Source 8
US report on defences of Kyushu, part of Japan they were intending to invade
	Japanese positions heavily defended, eg. With artillery & minefields
	
	
	

	Source 9
Memoirs of H. Truman
	Truman, acting on military advice, believes losses would be ‘heavy’
	
	
	

	Source 10
Extracts from military chiefs to President
	
	
	
	Military chiefs don’t want casualties higher than those incurred taking Luzon. Evidence suggests air strikes will have already paralyzed many Japanese cities & industrial centres

	Source 11
Interview with Japanese War Minister


	Could have defeated a first attack by US troops
	
	
	Could have won without using atomic bombs

	Source 12
Memoirs of Admiral D. Leahy, Truman’s adviser


	
	
	
	Japanese were already defeated (so this source begs question, was there another motive?)

	Source 13
Speech by Japanese PM Suzuki
	100 million Japanese should shield the Emperor, i.e. die to the last
	
	
	

	Source 14
Henry Stimson, US Sec. for War
	No evidence of weakening of Japanese, e.g. 5000 suicide aircraft left, army numbered 5 million men
	
	
	

	Source 15
Henry Stimson, US Sec. for War
	
	“danger of the test being a dud. Also, we had no bombs to waste”
	
	

	Source 16
Booklet published by Campaign for Nuclear Disarmament
	
	General Groves “desperate to see the fruits of his labours”, development of bomb cost $2000 million;
Nagasaki experiment to try out new type of bomb
	
	

	Source 17
Robert Oppenheimer, director of atomic bomb project
	
	
	President wanted bomb ready before Potsdam Conference with Russians
	

	Source 18
Note from US nuclear scientists to US govt, June 1945
	
	A demonstration could be possible on a barren island (also begs question, was there another motive?)
	
	

	Source 19
Interview with James Byrnes, US Sec. of State, 1965
	
	
	
	Retaliation for Pearl Harbour

	Source 20
British cartoon published in 1945
	
	Caption, “They had to find out if it worked”
	
	


