How vile was Victorian Britain?
Categories into improvements or poor conditions. Categories the cards into health, housing, work and education. Which area saw the biggest improvements? Write a judgement paragraph.
	There were regular outbreaks of diseases, such as cholera, typhoid and smallpox. In Britain there were 3 major epidemic of cholera in 1831, 1848 and 1866 which killed thousands of people.

	The average life expectancy in Leeds during the early Victorian period was 19!

	The 1875 Public Health Act meant that councils had to keep streets clean and provide proper sanitation.

	Joseph Bazalgette constructed London’s first underground sewage system. He finished the project in 1866 and built over 83 miles of sewers using 318 million bricks!

	Ragged schools sometimes had as many as 300 children in one room taught by a single teacher

	In 1870, all children aged five to thirteen had to attend school.

	Children were regularly employed to work in difficult and dangerous conditions. Chimney sweeps often used ‘climbing boys’ to sweep out soot in spaces no more than 23 cm square. The boys were punished if they got stuck and the soot caused lung cancer.

	In 1833 the Factory Act was passed banning the employment of children up to the age of nine in factories.

	A law was passed in 1834 stating that the unemployed had to go into a workhouse. They received food and shelter but were paid less than the typical salary for someone doing the same work outside.

	The government was worried about conditions in towns and cities and passed the 1848 public health act, allowing local councils to spend money on improving sanitation and housing if they wanted. It was not compulsory.

	Many Victorians thought it was wrong to expect people to pay with their own hard-earned money for the housing and sanitation of others. Some businessmen even profited from selling water to homes without their own supplies.

	Children were punished severely if they were disobedient. Corporal punishment was common. Teaching methods were rigid and repetitive, for example students listened in silence and copied information down.














