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A plan of an eighteenth century ship
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Granville Sharp – Chairman for the Society for the Abolition of the Slave Trade

Sharp helped slaves in court. He defended men who had committed no criminal act so they could not be removed from England.

Sharp fought many cases. He not only saved dozens of slaves from being sent back to the plantations, but also, through his court cases, made people aware of the part Britain played in the terrible slave trade.
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William Wilberforce – MP and committed Christian

Wilberforce organised huge petitions against slavery and made passionate speeches in Parliament. He was helped by his friend, Thomas Clarkson, who visited slave ships, talked to the sailors and even collected objects such as whips, chains, handcuffs and thumbscrews, which were used to punish slaves.
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Olaudah Equiano

Equiano, formerly a slave, managed to buy his freedom (some owners allowed their slaves to earn some money; if they saved hard they could sometimes save enough to buy themselves!).

In 1789, he wrote his life story, detailing all the terrible things that happened to him while he was a slave, taken from Africa at the age of ten.

His book became a best-seller and turned many people against slavery.
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Josiah Wedgwood

Wedgwood was a leading pottery maker who designed and gave away 200,000 medals, plates and plaques in an attempt to show people his disgust with the slave trade. The words on the plaque read, ‘Am I not a man and a brother?’



	Method 6

[image: image2.jpg]



Some abolitionists would put objects on show connected with the slave trade such as these iron shackles.




