A Fascist dictatorship
Case study 3: Nazi Germany
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Fascists like Hitler believed that strong powerful leadership was the best way to govern a country, even if this meant the people’s basic rights were often restricted. Hitler of course felt that he was the best person to govern Germany!

He was born in Austria in 1889. He had an unhappy childhood as his father was an alcoholic and often beat him when he returned home drunk from the beer halls. He wasn’t a natural student, he failed his school exams and when he applied to an art college in Vienna he failed to pass the entrance exams. For a while he lived like a tramp on the streets of the city until the First World War broke out and he enlisted in the army. He never moved very high up the ranks of the army and was seriously wounded during a gas attack. While recovering in hospital Hitler was astonished to hear that German had surrendered to the Allies. For Hitler, it was a great tragedy, and he vowed to get revenge on those he blamed for signing the peace treaty – the Jews!

Germany suffered many problems in the years after the war, not least because the terms of the peace treaty (the Treaty of Versailles) were so harsh for Germany. The economy went into crisis and people turned to extremists for help. In 1923 Hitler and a group of radical (extreme) politicians called the Nazis tried to seize control of the local government in Bavaria. They failed but it was the start of Hitler’s rise to fame. By 1932 Hitler’s Nazi party had become a powerful force in German politics, helped by his private army the ‘Brownshirts’. Finally, after an election in 1933 in which the Nazis won many seats in the Reichstag (parliament), the president was forced to allow Hitler the job of running the country as its chancellor. Once he was given the job, Hitler used every opportunity to strengthen his grip on power and eventually he became a dictator. He banned all other political parties, censored the news and information and cleverly used propaganda to promote his views. His government also borrowed money to invest in special job creation schemes, such a road building and providing new housing. These policies were very popular with Germans. Even though some were suspicious of his outspoken views on the Jews and minority groups, they couldn’t ignore the fact that under Hitler everyone had jobs and the country could feel proud of itself again.
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