A Communist dictatorship
Case study 1: the USSR
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Communism is a theory. It is a set of ideas about a particular way to run a country. It was dreamed up by Karl Marx, a German living in London, in the 1840s. He wrote a book about his theory and it turned into a best-seller. Marx wrote that in a Communist country, everyone would be equal (men and women) and everything would be shared. There would be no different classes and no great differences of wealth. There would be no private property and the government would run farms, factories and businesses for the benefit of the people. There wouldn’t be any need for money or laws because everyone would live a simple life, sharing all they had with everyone else. One day Marx hoped, the whole world would be Communist.
Not surprisingly, many poor ordinary workers were attracted to this theory. A communist life sounded a lot better than the one they had! In the 1800s, people in several countries rebelled against their rulers and tried to set up Communist countries – they all failed. Then, in 1917, ordinary Russians who believed in a Communist way of life rebelled against their king, keeping himself in power by harsh laws and severe punishments. Things became worse when Russia got involved in the Great War. The army suffered heavy defeats, there were massive food shortages and nearly two million soldiers were killed. The Russian Revolution of 1917 got rid of the king (tsar) and his family were murdered a few years later – and replaced him with a Communist government – the first in the world.
However, the Communists in Russia ran the country as a dictatorship – especially when their leader Joseph Stalin came to power. He came from a humble background, he was the son of a shoemaker, and originally wanted to be a priest but was expelled from training college because of his Marxist ideas. He joined the Communist party, frequently getting arrested and imprisoned for his extreme views. Following the Revolution in Russia a man called Lenin became the country’s leader, but when he died unexpectedly Stalin quickly took command. Fearing that opponents might take away his powers he quickly outlawed all other political parties. Newspapers, books, films and radio broadcasts were all controlled by his government. Any person who spoke out against this was ‘an enemy of the state’ and sent to prison or executed. Millions of people ‘disappeared’ and nobody was allowed to have any open religious beliefs. Only the Communist way of life was to be worshipped. All work, housing, health care and education were controlled by the Communists. Jobs, houses, hospitals and schools were provided for all Russians. The state owned everything … and provided for everyone.
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Stalin – aka ‘Uncle Joe’











