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Match the following terms to the correct definitions.

1. Information produced at the time events happened in the past, for example an eye-witness account.

2. Information that draws on other accounts, but written well after the events they are describing, for example a history textbook.

3. A book that is written by hand.

4. A book that records events as they happen, year by year. Similar to a diary.

5. Similar to paper, but made from animal skins such as goat and sheep.

6. An object that can tell us vital information about the past. For example, a coin, an ivory comb or a simple brooch.

7. A document that gives the owner special rights. For example, many towns received these from the king in the Middle Ages allowing them to trade freely.

8. A military expedition organised by the Church. For example, in the eleventh century soldiers went to the Holy Land (modern day Israel) to free Jerusalem from occupation.

9. A piece of bone or clothing belonging to a saint that was thought to have magical properties.

10. A wealthy, powerful soldier who fought on horseback.

11. A type of castle built on a mound of earth above a fenced in area.

12. A sort of religious tourist, who travelled to churches and the sites of relics to pray for forgiveness.

13. A ten percent tax paid by everyone for the upkeep of the Church and its priests.

14. A peasant who worked on the land in return for food and was not free to move around.
Can you decipher the Roman numerals written below?
I = 1; V = 5; X = 10; L = 50; C = 100; D = 500; M = 1000
(Remember that if a numeral to the right has a larger value it should be subtracted, e.g. VI = 6, but IV = 4)

What is an anachronism? Write a short paragraph full of as many anachronisms as you can think of. See how many your classmates can identify.

Which of the following are most useful for finding out about the Middle Ages?


motte and bailey     villein     chronicle     relic     charter     tithe     knight     primary source     artefact     crusade     pilgrim     manuscript     parchment     secondary source











XVIII     XXIX     XCIX       MDCCCXXXVII     MCMXIV     MCMXLV     MLXVI    MMIV





For more info. on Roman numerals visit www.sizes.com/numbers/roman_numerals.htm





illuminated manuscripts     cathedrals and churches   household objects, like cooking utensils or jewellery     castles     skeletons     coins     tapestries     land charters   eyewitness accounts of key events     letters








