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The life and times of King John

	C 
King John was born on Christmas Eve, 1167. In 1185, King Henry sent John to rule Ireland. But this plan failed: John and his young friends insulted important Irish barons by giggling at their long beards, and the Irish barons soon rebelled against him. With no land to rule, John was nicknamed, ‘Lackland’.                            


	H 
In 1189, John secretly joined his brother Richard the Lion Heart and the warrior-king Philip II of France in a rebellion against his father, Henry II. When Henry was shown a list of the rebels he was shocked to find John’s name on it. He never recovered from John’s betrayal, and died soon afterwards from a broken heart.


	A 
Richard was crowned king in 1189. He gave John land and money, but that did not stop John plotting against him. John and King Philip II of France tried to take control of Richard’s land while he was away on Crusade. When Richard was captured on his way home from the Holy Land, John did nothing to help.


	F 
In 1194 Richard was released from prison on payment of a huge ransom. He took back the land that King Philip of France had taken from him, and John was forced to ask for his brother to forgive him. Richard did not punish John. In 1199, Richard was fatally wounded fighting in France and named John as his heir.



	G 
After Richard’s death, John’s claim to the throne was supported by the baron’s of England and Normandy. However, the barons in other parts of John’s empire such as Brittany chose John’s twelve-year-old nephew, Arthur as their ruler. John captured Arthur and put him in prison. Arthur was never seen again. Many people believed that Arthur had been murdered. One source claims that in a drunken rage, John killed Arthur, tied him to a heavy stone and threw him in the River Seine.


	E 
In 1200, John divorced his wife and married a rich French girl called Isabella, who was only 12 years old. This caused problems because Isabella had been promised to another man, an important French baron called Hugh. Hugh complained to the King of France, and the French King agreed to help. He invaded John’s land in France and by 1205 John had lost control of nearly everywhere he had owned in France. These defeats earned John the new nickname … ‘Soft-sword’.

	D 
In 1214, John attacked France one last time, but his army was crushed by King Philip II of France at the Battle of Bouvines. It was an embarrassing defeat for the English barons, and they rebelled. They captured London and made John agree to a set of rules on how to govern the country. These rules were written down in a famous document called Magna Carta.


	B 
John did not change his ways after Magna Carta. He broke the agreement, so the barons invited Prince Louis of France to take over as king. During the war King John lost many of the crown jewels when his baggage cart sank in quicksand. He died shortly afterwards, after eating too many peaches and drinking too much beer!
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