
The Biggest ever Medieval Realms quiz
Put the class into teams and divide up this quiz into rounds. Examples of rounds include:

Round 1: team round

Round 2: champions league (only 1 person nominated from each group can answer)

Round 3: evict the champions (previously nominated champions must leave the room)

Round 4: pop up round (team member who jumps up first may answer for that team)

Round 5: penalty round (stakes are higher, 5 points for a correct answer, but minus 5 if you are wrong)

Round 1 Normans

Which of the following was not a contenders to the English throne following the death of Edward the Confessor

Thomas Becket
Harold Hardrada

Harold Godwinson

William, duke of Normandy

Which battle came first, the battle of Stamford Bridge or the battle of Hastings?

Stamford Bridge 

 What was the name of Harold Godwinson’s lover?

a) Edith Swanneck
b) Edith Piaf
c) Edith Dovetail

What was the date of the battle of Hastings?

a) 25 December 1066    b) 15th August 1066     c) 14th October 1066
What ‘woollen artefact’ was created to record the Normans’ success in conquering Anglo-Saxon England?

Bayeux Tapestry

List 3 ways in which the Normans kept the Anglo-Saxons under control:

Domesday survey

Castle & church building

Harrying of the North & putting down rebellions

Feudal system

Cultural changes, e.g. to language

Changes to law, e.g. forest law

When was William the Conqueror crowned king of England?

a) Christmas Day 1066   b) Boxing Day 1066   c) New Year’s Day 1067

What kinds of castles did William first build in England?

a) concentric circle

b) stone keep
c) motte and bailey
What was the name given to the rebellion that took place in 1069 that William and his men put down so brutally?

a) the Harrying of Wessex
 b) the Harrying of Essex  c) the Harrying of the North
Which king built the castle at Dover?

a) William the Conqueror
b) Henry II
c) Henry VIII

How tall is the keep at Dover? (answer to be within 5m)

(25m)

What is the historical term for a medieval toilet?

(garderobe or jake)

In what year did the French under Prince Louis attack Dover Castle and nearly manage to break in?

a) 1116
b) 1216
c) 1316

Round 2 – more Normans & Becket

What is the name of the system William the Conqueror introduced to England to help him rule the land and raise an army for defence?

feudal system

What was William’s red-faced son better known as?

William Rufus

What year was the Domesday book written?

a) 1066     b) 1086     c) 1100

What is the correct technical term to describe a book or document that has been written and sometimes also illustrated by hand?

(manuscript)

Which of the following words does not refer to a type of peasant?

a) serf

b) villein
c) housecarl
How do you spell Domesday?
What year was Becket murdered?

a) 1169
b) 1170
c) 1173

 What was the name of the monk who was an eyewitness to the event?

a) Edward Grim
b) Alfred the Monk
c) Edward the Confessor

What religious term means to expel someone from the church and prevent them from taking part in major ceremonies such as mass?

What words did the knights overhear Henry II saying?

a) Who will rid the world of Thomas Becket?

b) Is anyone up for having a go at Becket?

c) Will no one rid me of this troublesome priest?
Give one reason why Becket & Henry fell out:

Becket became devout

Henry wanted Becket to reform the church courts

Becket excommunicated leading Henry’s friends after the Abp of York crowned his son

Henry felt betrayed by Becket

What was the name of the itchy article that Becket wore and monks discovered on his body after his death? Clue: it comes from a horse.
Hair shirt
Henry did penance for Becket’s murder. What does this term mean?

Undergo a difficult task or punishment to show you regret or repent of your actions

What 2 things did Henry do as penance for Becket’s murder?

Went barefoot to Canterbury & was whipped by monks

When did Becket become a saint?

a) 1170   b) 1174   c) 1970

What was built in Canterbury Cathedral to house the body of Becket and provide a place of worship for visiting pilgrims?

Shrine

Henry II’s oldest son was Richard the Lionheart. True or false?

True

Round three – King John, Magna Carta & Black Death

His second youngest son was John, of Robin Hood and Magna Carta fame. True or false?

True

When did King John sign the Magna Carta?

1215

What does Magna Carta stand for?

Great charter

List 1 thing that was mentioned in Magna Carta

Church free from state control

No arrest without evidence and fair trial

King needed agreement of ruling classes before raising taxes

Roughly what percentage of the population was killed by the Black Death?

33-50%

When was the Black Death first recorded in England?

a) 1348     b) 1349     c) 1333

There were two strains of the plague. What were they?

Bubonic and pneumonic

Spell pneumonic

List 2 symptoms of the Black Death

Buboes

Bruising of the skin

Fever

Vomiting

Sweating

Delirium

List 2 medieval explanations for the Black Death

Act of God

Superstitious – e.g. planetary movements

Blamed minority groups, e.g. Jews

Medieval medical explanations – e.g. humours out of balance

According to medieval medical science there were 4 humours in our bodies which needed to be in balance. What were they?

Black & green bile, phlegm and blood

List 2 ways in which life improved for peasants as a result of the Black Death

Wages

Movement of labour

Disposable income

Demanding greater freedom e.g. Peasants’ Revolt, Lollards

Name 2 medieval remedies for the plague

Any number of possibilities. Choose anything which sounds sensible!!!

Round 4 – Peasants’ Revolt

Who was the leader of the Peasants’ Revolt?

Wat Tyler

Who was the religious leader who inspired the Lollards and was locked up in prison by the Abp of Canterbury for his radical beliefs?

John Ball

What did Lollards believe?

Bible in English

Priests same status as ordinary men

Who was the Abp of Canterbury at this time?

Simon Sudbury

What was the name of the special tax that Richard introduced that so angered the peasants?

Poll Tax

What is a poll tax?

Common tax per person, regardless of wealth

How much did everyone over 15-years-of-age have to pay?

4d

List 3 reasons why the peasants were angry:

Taxes, including poll tax

Statute of Labourers

Boy king, influenced by advisers

Some peasants remained ‘unfree’

Wars with France

How old was Richard II when the Peasants’ Revolt broke out?

14

What year was the Peasants’ Revolt?
1381

What famous member of the royal family lived at the Savoy Palace?

a) Prince Henry    b) John of Gaunt    c) Falstaff

Finish this famous quote from the Peasants’ Revolt: ‘You shall have no ….. but me’

Captain

Round five – medieval church

What is the correct technical term to describe the tax of a tenth of a farmer’s produce that was paid to the church every year?

Tithe

St Augustine was the first person to introduce Christianity to England. Which century did he land in Kent?
a) 5th    b) 6th    c) 7th 

Which saint founded the monastic movement and whose rules were rigidly followed by monks ever afterwards?

a) St Francis   b) St Michael   c) St Benedict

Name 2 religious orders

Carthusians

Benedictines

Cistercians

Cluniacs

Augustinians

Franciscans 

Dominicans

Which of the following is NOT a religious vow monks would have taken:

Celibacy

Poverty

Secrecy
Poverty

What is the name of a religious traveller, who visited the shrines and holy places connected with saints.

Pilgrim

What is the name of someone who whipped themselves as a punishment for their sins and to ward of the plague

Flagellant

Who was the head of the medieval church?

Pope

Name 3 religious duties of a medieval priest

Christenings / baptisms

Marriages

Last Rites

Mass

Name 3 practical duties

Organising church ales

Looking after church property

Managing glebe

Mystery plays

Collecting tithe

What does excommunicated mean?

Spell excommunicated
