The Black Death

Year 7 assessment   Time allowed: 55 mins
Source 1
The plague penetrated the coasts from Southampton and came to Bristol; there, almost the whole population died, very few kept their beds for more than three days, or even half a day. In the small parish of St Leonard in Leicester more than 380 died; in the parish of Holy Cross more than 400, and so in each parish a great number.

Henry Knighton, describing the effects of the Black Death in 1363
Source 2

To the Lord Mayor of London. Order to cause the human dung and filth lying in the streets to be removed. The city is so foul with the filth from out of the houses that the air is infected and the city poisoned.

A law passed by the London city councillors in the fourteenth century in 1349

Source 3
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A religious procession in Rome in the Middle Ages, organised by the Church to ward off the plague

Source 4

The king ordered that peasant farmers should not be paid more than they used to receive. But if anyone wished to hire labourers, they should be paid what they wanted. Many small villages were completely deserted. There was not one house left in them, and all those who had lived in them were dead. The lords had reduced their tenants’ rents, and those who received ‘day work’ from their tenants, as they usually could expect, now had to release them. Land everywhere remained uncultivated.

Written by one of the King’s advisers in 1350

Questions

1. What does Source 1 tell us about the impact of the Black Death? (3 marks)
2. Why did the plague spread so quickly? Use source 2 and your own knowledge to explain the main reasons why. (5 marks)

3. What caused the Black Death? Use Sources 2 and 3 and your own knowledge to write about the different explanations medieval people had for what had caused this plague. (7 marks)
4.  Was the Black Death a disaster? Did life get better or worse for medieval people as a result of the Black Death? Write about the impact of the plague on different people. Use the sources and your own knowledge. Aim to write about a side of A4. (15 marks)
