Black Death story         Name…………………………………         Overall Level …………………………
	
	Level 4
	Level 5
	Level 6
	Level 7

	Chronological understanding
	Aware that change happened over a period of time, although the sequence of events may be inaccurate in places. Anachronisms, e.g. choice of character names, available technologies, modern idioms etc.
	Understands the basic sequence of events of the arrival, impact and aftermath of the Black Death. Occasional sequencing inaccuracies. Occasional anachronistic elements
	Understands the sequence of events and uses dates, or references to days in which the plague strikes and the time it takes to effect communities. Few if any anachronistic elements.
	Understands the sequence of changes outlined at previous levels, but fixes them firmly on a timescale by using references to dates and periods, e.g. Middle Ages. Is fully aware of the timescale of change from the first arrival of the Black Death to the time take o recover from its effects.

	Knowledge & understanding
	Very limited use of factual information or technical vocabulary. Limited understanding of key features of the project, e.g. how plague is transmitted.
	Uses some appropriate vocab, for example buboes but this is scattered thinly throughout project. Limited or incomplete range of references to elements of the task, e.g. arrival, symptoms, effects. Features lack development.
	Good range of features listed on the task, but may omit occasional elements, e.g. a references to certain explanations for how the plague spread.. 
	Project covers full range of features required in task, and explores them in depth. References to arrival, symptoms, medieval explanations and social changes caused by the plague

	Analysis & interpretation
	Is aware that the Black Death caused changes, but ideas are not developed, for example does not show how some lives improved afterwards
	Is aware that the plague effected significant change, and that some people’s lives improved whilst others worsened, but there are few examples in the writing.
	Writing demonstrates a sound awareness of the different interpretations of why plague struck Western Europe and/or the changes brought about by the plague. Discusses improvements in pay and living conditions.
	Confidently explains how the plague was interpreted in different ways by different medieval communities, e.g. Church, medical practitioners etc. Explains in detail how the plague affected different elements of societies in varying ways, e.g. reference to Statute of Labourers or changes to sumptuary laws.

	Research skills
	Limited evidence of independent research into the topic. Conclusions drawn for assumptions or anecdotal evidence

	Includes most of the features on the task sheet. Has begun to use some of the sources indicated on the task sheet & website but needs to pursue this further. Reliant on internet sites rather than books in Resources Centre.
	Covers a broad but not complete range of topics listed on the task sheet. Shows strong evidence of independent research.
	Detailed, independent research carried out, with student exploring own and new sources of information, for example local studies, using other experts etc.

	Communication
	Completed to minimum expected standards; partly word-processed, for example, or numerous errors of SPAG Use of bullet pointing rather than writing in full sentences & paragraphs. Work centred rather than justified.

	Clearly structured work with some presentational flaws described in the previous level. Some attempt to give the work the effect of a book as described in the task. May include a blurb.
	Well presented work with all / nearly all key components outlined in task sheet. Occasional lapses, e.g. spelling mistakes, unclear sentence structure. May include illustrations or useful charts. Includes a blurb.
	Professionally produced work, divided into clear sections, correctly word-processed text. All features of task are included, and work is presented in a professional way, e.g. detailed blurb, contents page, labelled images and tables.
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