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One of the knights raised his sword and wounded Becket in the head. That same blow almost cut off my arm as I held the archbishop. Then Becket received a second blow, but still managed to stand. At the third blow he fell. He said, “For the name of Jesus I am prepared to die.” Then the third knight struck Becket so hard that his sword broke. The top was cut off the archbishop’s head so that blood stained the cathedral floor. Another man put his foot on Becket’s neck and scattered his brains all over the floor. He called out, “Let us away, knights. He will trouble us no more.”





Edward Grim, a monk who was an eyewitness to the murder in 1170





Murder in the Cathedral





( Who was Edward Grim and why was he there?





( Do you think Edward would have written about the murder in a particular way because he was a monk?





( What are we meant to think about the knights who did this to Becket?





( Do Becket’s words suggest he was a coward or a martyr?





( Why was Grim also wounded? What was he doing at the time?





(Key words





archbishop = a very important Church leader





martyr = someone who dies for their religion 





( The BIG question


How would this account be different if it had been written by one of the knights?





( How similar or different is this account from medieval pictures of the murder? Why?








