Henry and Becket Role Play
	1. Henry and Becket are friends

Henry II became King of England and most of France in 1154. He was a popular ruler but he had a very bad temper. He needed someone to help him rule. He chose Thomas Becket and made him his chancellor or chief adviser. Henry and Becket became good friends.

	2. Becket snubs Henry

After five years Henry asked Becket to become Archbishop of Canterbury. He thought Becket would help him to control the Church which was becoming too powerful. Becket agreed, but as soon as he got the job of Archbishop he became very religious. Becket now thought God was the boss not Henry. This made Henry very angry!

	3. Henry & Becket fall out

Henry and Becket fell out big time! Becket was so afraid of what Henry might do that he ran away to France. While Becket was away, Henry asked the Archbishop of York to crown his son as the next king. Now Becket was really mad!

	4. Henry & Becket try and make up

In 1170, Becket and Henry patched up their differences. Becket promised to help the King as much as he could, but as soon as he set foot in England he began excommunicating some of Henry’s most important friends.

	5. Henry calls out in anger
When Henry found out that Becket had broken his promise to help him make the Church respect his authority, he went through the roof! He jumped out of his thrown and yelled …. “Will no one rid me of this troublesome priest?” Four knights heard him …

	6. It all ends horribly for Becket

The knights went to Canterbury Cathedral, where Becket was praying and tried to get him to apologise for breaking his promise to the King. Becket was really, really stubborn and refused. The knights wouldn’t take ‘no’ for an answer. So, they drew out their swords, cut off the top of Becket’s head and wiped his brains all over the floor of Canterbury Cathedral.


