
Did you know ….?




The Tapestry was commissioned by the half-brother of William the Conqueror, Odo of Bayeux. Odo was a bishop and had accompanied William during the Norman invasion.


Many historians have argued over who made the Tapestry. The French claim it was made in Bayeux – hence the name. English historians think that because Odo was made Earl of Kent he actually had the Tapestry made in England. English craftsmen were particularly famous at this time for their skills with needle and thread and it is not impossible that it was actually made in an artistic centre like Canterbury.


People have also questioned who designed the Tapestry. Many of the scenes are of a very personal nature, such as the death scene of Edward the Confessor and would have only been witnessed by someone very close to royalty. There are also some very detailed and accurate combat scenes, so presumably the designer had first hand knowledge of the Battle of Hastings itself.


We don’t know for sure when it was completed, but we do know it was intended to hang in Odo’s new cathedral in Bayeux. This church had just been rebuilt and opened its doors to people in 1077. It’s nice to think that the Tapestry was ready on opening day – but embroiderers can be a bit like plumbers, things are never finished on time!


The Tapestry has only survived to the present by sheer chance! During the French revolution it was used to provide a cover for a cart, and afterwards Napoleon stole it and took it back to France. When he saw the Tapestry for the first time, it gave him the inspiration to launch a new invasion against the English … fortunately he changed his mind! During the Second World War the Tapestry was taken back to Paris and stored in secret vaults beneath the famous art gallery, the Louvre.


Not a lot of people know that part of the Tapestry is actually missing. About 8 metres to be exact. We don’t know what was shown but some have guessed there were images of William’s coronation, the Normans building castles and French and English nobles paying homage to William at his court. Perhaps you might like to design the missing section?

The Bayeux Tapestry





The Bayeux Tapestry is not a tapestry (something woven, like a carpet), but an embroidery (something sewn, like the initials on your Dad’s hankies)


It includes 623 people, 202 horses, 41 ships and 55 dogs


There are more than 500 mythical creatures along the borders


There are more than 2000 words


It is made of a piece of linen (similar to tablecloth material), over 70 metres long, so it’s about the length of 3 swimming pools!








How did it survive?  Who asked for it to be made?  What was on the missing section?     When was it made?     Who made it?     Who designed it?











