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William was the cousin of Edward the Confessor.

He claimed that Harold had promised him the throne in 1051, but English supporters of Harold challenged this.

He had been a very successful ruler of Normandy and he thought he could do an equally good job for England.

He was a good organiser and was determined to get what he wanted.

He came from a very ‘ordinary’ background – his mother’s parents had been tanners (leather workers) and his enemies often teased him about this.
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He was brother of King Edward the Confessor’s wife. He was son of Earl Godwin, the most powerful noble in England.

He was supported by a special council of nobles called the witan who had agreed to making him king.

He was born and bred in England and popular with ordinary people.

He had been involved in running the country for years.

He had experience of running government and the army. However, he didn’t have a direct blood link to the king. Nevertheless, the king had extended his hand to him as he died as a possible sign that he was his chosen heir (successor). But then, who’s say the king was really in a fit state to know whom he was talking to?
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Harald was king of Norway and a direct descendant of the kings of England.

He was an excellent warrior and usually won any battle he got himself into.

He managed to raise a lot of money for his wars through taxation.

He was very unpopular, but very powerful. His name alone was enough to strike fear into the hearts and minds of his enemies.

Harald claimed he was descended from the ancient English kings, but didn’t really care if people believed him. He was a Viking warrior, and that was all his opponents needed to know!
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