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Why was William so successful in conquering England?





Introduction





Who was William? Where was he from?


Why did William think he had a stronger claim to the English throne than the other claimants?





Development





Why was William such a successful military commander?


How did Harold’s failings help William?


Did any other factors, such as good fortune, help William win at the Battle of Hastings?


What did William do to help run the country? (feudal system)


How did the Domesday Book help William take control of the country?


How did William deal with people who resisted his rule?


How did the construction of castles and cathedrals help William rule more effectively?


What changes did William make to the law, traditions, culture?





Conclusion





How successful do you think William was?


Are there some areas where there were problems for the future?





You should include a cover with images from the Norman Conquest and a bibliography


(Going further





Check out the History Department website, but also try these links:





� HYPERLINK "http://www.bbc.co.uk/history/british/normans/launch_gms_battle_hastings.shtml" ��http://www.bbc.co.uk/history/british/normans/launch_gms_battle_hastings.shtml�  (a range of articles and links about the Norman Conquest, including a battle simulation game – but play this after you have finished)


� HYPERLINK "http://www.spartacus.schoolnet.co.uk/MEDwilliam1.htm" ��http://www.spartacus.schoolnet.co.uk/MEDwilliam1.htm�  (encyclopaedic site with everything you ever wanted to know about the events of 1066)


� HYPERLINK "http://www.historylearningsite.co.uk/england_medieval.htm" ��http://www.historylearningsite.co.uk/england_medieval.htm� (aimed at younger readers, with good visual sources)








