Why was William so successful in conquering England?

Peer assessment task

( Your task
 Read the example of work from anonymous Year 7 student trying to answer the above question. Assess how successful they have been against the criteria in the judgement boxes below. Remember this is only an extract and not the entire essay.

Student A

In addition to building castles to establish his control over England, William also commissioned a survey of the whole country called the Domesday Book. Having conquered much of England and Wales, William realised that he needed to find out more about who owned the land he had taken over. In 1085 he sent out commissioners to over 13,000 villages and towns in his kingdom, asking detailed questions about who owned the land and what it was worth. This enabled William to tax people more effectively and raise armies to help him put down any future rebellions. The task was enormous, for example the book itself was made from parchment from over 1000 sheep. Two copies of the book still survive today, kept at Winchester (the capital of England under William the Conqueror) and London. The Domesday Survey enabled William to control England much more effectively, because with it he knew what land he owned and who he could tax or use to raise an army. No one had attempted anything like this before. 
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( Your task
 Read the example of work from anonymous Year 7 student trying to answer the above question. Assess how successful they have been against the criteria in the judgement boxes below. Remember this is only an extract and not the entire essay.

Student B

William made change to the law. If you did some bad things you would of got told off or worse he might cut your fingers of. I read somewhere that this is why when you put two fingers up at someone, it goes back to medieval times when people did this to show they could still use a bow and arrow. William also built lots of castels and churches and stuff and people started using lots of french words.
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Student C

The Bayeux Tapestry is not a tapestry but an embroidery. Did you know that? There are also many other interesting facts about the tapestry:

· It includes 623 people, 202 horses, 41 ships and 55 dogs

· There are more than 500 mythical creatures along the borders

· There are more than 2000 words

· It is made of a piece of linen (similar to tablecloth material), over 70 metres long, so it’s about the length of 3 swimming pools!

The Domesday Book was commissioned in 1085. Here are some facts about it:

· Domesday – God’s judgement

· One Winchester monk copied up findings

· Wrote on parchment

· 1000 sheep needed to make book

Many words became French, too: Robert, William, Henry etc.
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