Why did William win the Battle of Hastings?
( Task one

Study the reasons below and rank them in order, with the most important at the top.

( Think of additional reasons not included

A.The Normans had knights on horseback who were skilful fighters.

B.The Normans prepared carefully. They brought with them a useful mixture of well-equipped foot-soldiers, archers and cavalry.

C.William was skilful, ambitious and determined to be King of England.

D.The wind changed and allowed William’s troops to cross the Channel at a time when Harold’s troops were away in the north.

E.Some of Harold’s best fighters died at the Battle of Stamford Bridge.

F.Stamford Bridge and the journey south made Harold’s troops very tired.

G.The battle began before Harold’s troops were properly ready.

H.William arranged his troops carefully and used them skilfully in the battle.

I.The Normans’ clever trick of pretending to retreat caused the English to leave their strong position on the hill.

J.In the middle of the battle, Harold was killed. The English were weak without their leader.

( Task two
Drag and drop the reasons into one of the appropriate category boxes below
( Think of additional categories. Can you see links between any of the categories?




( Task three
Write a paragraph below explaining which factor you think was the most important. Try to use at least 2 pieces of evidence to support your ideas.

William was a skilful leader





The Normans enjoyed good luck





The English were poorly prepared








