US Political history – quiz
Composition of the legislature

1.  What are the names of the two main law-making chambers in the US Congress (parliament):

House of Representatives & the Senate

2. How many members sit in the House of Representatives?

435

3. How long is the term that US Senators must serve?
6 years

4. Elections in the House are staggered to occur every 2 years? Why is this so?

To prevent a populist landslide

5. How many black senators current sit in the Senate?

One – Roland Burns (Illinois, replacing Barrack Obama)

6. In the Congress as a whole how many African-Americans are there?

42

7. In the Congress as a whole how many women representatives are there?

75

8. How many atheists are there?

1 Peter Stark (California)

9. What does it mean when members of Congress try to gain ‘pork’ for their states?
Gain federal contracts or other benefits

10. Bill Clinton was impeached for his affair with Washington Intern Monica Lewinsky. What does the word impeach mean?

Indict or accuse a public official of a crime, starting a process which can ultimately lead to their removal from office

11. What is a filibuster?
Where a politician speaks at length in order to prevent a measure being passed.

12. How many constituents does a House member represent?

Over 500,000

13. How many constituents does a UK MP represent by comparison?

Around 70,000

14. How many senators are there?

100

15, How many members of the House of Lords are there by comparison

Over 700

The US Constitution

16. How many amendments to the US constitution have there been since 1791?

17

17. One amendment to the US constitution has been repealed? The 18th. What controversial issue to it concern?

Prohibition

18.  How is the UK constitution different from that of the US?

Uncodified – it has various sources, including statute laws, conventions, works of authority and treaties

19. How are the powers of judicial review different in the US compared with the UK?

Judges in the US can rule laws are void if they are deemed unconstitutional

20. How are federal and unitary systems of government different?

In the US federal and state government powers are distinct and can only be changed through the constitution, in the UK parliament remains sovereign and any powers it devolves can still be brought back.

21. What was the name given to the 55 representatives of different states who met in Philadelphia in 1787 to frame a new constitution for the country?

a) Pilgrim Fathers     b) Founding Fathers     c) Brotherhood of Man

US Socio-economic profile

22.Which US president described the USA as ‘a nation of immigrants’ even though he himself was of Irish descent.

JFK

23.  Approximately what percentage of the US population is non-white? (Mark awarded for accuracy within 5%)

25%

24. What percentage of Americans is Hispanic?

12.5%

25. What percentage of the population is Afro-Caribbean?

12.9%

26. If you travelled from the USA’s most extreme easterly territory to its most extreme westerly one, how many time zones would you cross?

6

27. What is meant by ‘the American Dream?’

Executive

28. Who is the commander-in-chief of the US armed forces?

President

29. What is the US equivalent of the Queen’s Christmas Day speech and the the state opening of Parliament?

State of the Union address?

Voting systems

30. Who is the current State Secretary of the US govt?
Hillary Clinton

31. What is the equivalent title in the UK govt.?

Foreign Minister

32. Who is the current vice president?

a) Joe Biden    b) Joe Godden   c) Joe Strummer

