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( Revision at a glance – US political parties
Key themes: 
Organisation of parties
The ideological origins of the parties

Policy differences

Evidence of the two-party system

Theories of party decline & renewal

Third parties – successes and challenges

Exam tips

Focus on the keywords in the question, ensure you define and explain these in your introduction
Don’t be tempted to throw everything you know at a question, be selective with your points

Support your points with detailed evidence

25% of marks are awarded for the use of good communication skills – structure your essays as you have been taught and use plenty of technical vocabulary

Key words:

Solid South
‘Vote as you shoot’
Fifty-party system

Matching funds

Split-ticket voting

Super delegates
Brock reforms
‘Soft money’
‘Nationalising’ campaigns
Partisanship
State ballot access laws

Exam style questions:
Consider the reasons for the strength of the two-party system and the significance of third parties in the USA
To what extent has there been a resurgence of political parties in the USA?

‘Confined to the margins of US politics’ Evaluate this view of minor parties and independent candidates in presidential and congressional elections.

What is the role and significance of party conventions?

Which types of voters support the Democrat Party and why?

‘America has become a 50:50 nation, split down the middle’. Evaluate this assessment of recent elections in the USA

Examine the claim that America’s 2 parties are ‘decentralised, non-ideological and undisciplined’

How true is it to say that the Republicans are conservative and Demcrats are Liberals?

