Revision Cards

Electoral systems

1. What is the proper name for First Past the Post?
Simple plurality system
2. Candidates have to pay a deposit to stand as an MP, how much is it?
£500, returned with 5% of vote or more
3. List 5 advantages of FPTP
Simple; easily understood; tends to return majority governments (but not in 1974, 1992 & 2010) and avoid coalitions; strong link between MP and constituency; traditional system
4. List 5 disadvantages
Representatives can get elected with a tiny percentage of the vote, e.g. 2005 George Galloway polled 18% of votes in his constituency and won seat; governments can be formed with a minority of votes, e.g. Labour won 36% of vote in 2005; its possible for one party to win majority of popular votes, but another party to win more seats (e.g. in 1951 and 1974); results in ‘safe seats’, e.g. Shepway; places too much emphasis on marginals; minority parties and third parties are squeezed out, e.g. in 2010 Lib Dems won 23% of vote and 52 seats whilst Labour won 29% of vote and 258 seats; favours two major parties
5. What is tactical voting?
When electorate votes for an alternative candidate who has a chance of winning but may not be their preferred choice, in order to ensure their least favourite does not win the seat
6. Name two countries which use the list system?
Favoured in EU countries, e.g. Belgium and Spain
7. What is the Droop Formula?
System used to allocate votes using STV; total number of votes cast +1, divided by the total number of seats +1
8. List 3 advantages of PR
Limits number of wasted votes; fewer ‘safe seats’; governments which may be coalitions at least represent the views of a majority of the voters; tends to produce more representative government; reduces effect of electoral deserts – party representation is more broadly dispersed across the region or country
9. List 3 disadvantages
Link between MP and constituent may be lost; leads to coalitions; accountability may be lost; parties forming coalitions make ‘deals’ which the electorate didn’t necessarily vote for
10. What is the two-ballot system?
Used mainly in France, candidate needs to win 50% of votes in oder to win, if not second round election
11. Describe the AV system
Majoritarian system, used in single-member constituencies, voters listing candidates in order of preference, candidate with fewest first preferences eliminated until winner emerges
12. Give 2 advantages of Supplementary Vote system?
Keeps link between constituents and MP; winner gets more than 50% of vote; no wasted votes; easy to understand
13. List 2 disadvantages
Encourages electoral pacts – to damage third parties; tends to favour centre parties or moderates
