Revision Cards

UK elections

1. Who are the electorate?
Those with the right to vote
2. When did women get the right to vote in the UK?
In 1918, all women over the age of 30 and all males; voting age for women lowered to 21 in 1928 and 18 in 1969
3. Who has the right to vote?
All citizens of the UK who are on the electoral register
4. Who cannot vote?
Members of the HoL, the royal family, certified insane and prisoners
5. Who can be a parliamentary candidate?
Over 21 and UK citizen
6. Who cannot stand?
Criminals convicted of serious crimes, bankrupts, clergy and some officials, e.g. judges
7. List 3 principles of an effective electoral system
Democratic, every vote carries the same weight, produce strong government, produce clear majorities and avoid coalitions, reflects the views of the electorate as accurately as possible, quick and clear results
8. How often should there be an election?
Parliament Act 1911, states there should be an election at least once every 5 years –the Lib-Dems have proposed legislative reform to introduce fixed term elections 
9. When do by-elections occur?
When there is a vacancy in a single constituency, e.g. when an MP dies
10. Why are by-elections seen as important?
Way of gauging public support for government policies, e.g. under Blair between 1997-2005 New Labour did well in by-elections, but under Brown between 2005 and 2010 Labour lost 4 seats
11. How often do local elections take place and how are they different from general ones?
Every four years; fixed term
12. What is so special about elections for the London Mayor?
Supplementary Vote System is used where voters have two votes and can indicate preferences
13. How many UK MEPs are there?
72
14. What system is used for electing them? How is it different from general elections?
15. PR – closed list; voters choose parties not candidates; voters vote regionally – the UK is divided into 12 regions; turnout is low, approx 30% 
16. How are elections to the Scottish Parliament different from general elections?
129 MSPs; 73 constituencies (not 650); each voter has two votes – one for constituency and one for the party; fixed term elections – every 4 years; system used is additional member system
17. How are elections to the Welsh Assembly different?
60 Assembly Members; elected using AMS
18. How are elections to the Northern Ireland Assembly different?
Elected using Single Transferable Vote System – more likely to produce power-sharing
