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Should parties be funded by the state?
	Yes, they should
	No, they shouldn’t

	Party activity is central to democratic government – democracy depends on parties competing and engaging in the process of educating the public. With state funding they would be better able to carry this out

Reduces party dependence on backers – e.g. unions and big business

Parties of the centre-left suffer a disadvantage – compared with Conservatives whose membership is drawn from more affluent members of society. Conservatives can spend more at a time when media and image are very important

Difficulties over funding are aggravated by the popularity of elections and referendums – limited resources are overstretched, e.g. in 1997 there was a general election , 2 referendums on devolution and local elections

It would help minority parties and eliminate the criticism that elections can be bought

Many feel the Opposition is unable to hold the government to account because it is poorly funded

There is some public funding already, but it is inconsistent, e.g. the leader of the Opposition is paid but his shadow cabinet is not

	There is nothing wrong with institutional backing – the process is open to every one and is an essential part of a fair and free society

Politics is a voluntary activity – no one should find their money, via taxation being used to finance a party they do not favour. If parties cannot raise sufficient funds it suggests they lack popularity

At a time of public disillusionment with politics, the public should not be asked to bail out parties – members of the public may feel there money would be better spent on other areas, e.g public sector improvements rather than political campaigns which may not live out to the promises in the manifestoes

State funding may lead to greater corruption – this has been the case in some European countries, e.g. Italy
The time is not ripe – the UK economy cannot afford it presently

In theory, public money could go to extremist groups




Your judgement








