Parliamentary committees
	
	Select committees
	Standing committees

	Membership
	Specialists In their fields, tend to serve a long time and acquire expert knowledge
Appointed for the duration of parliament, i.e. until next GE

Small bodies, usually 11 members but up to 16
Govt party members in majority
Popular with MPs, allows high profile investigation and useful alternative to ministerial posts
18 SCs in 2003

Chair of each committee sits on Liaisons Committee which has power to interview most senior ministers & PM
	Non-specialist, bills allocated to the next one available

Appointed every parliamentary session

Fairly large – 16-50 members

Known as Standing Committee A, B, C etc
Membership reflects party standing in HoC

Relevant minister and opposition spokesman included

Adversarial arrangement – parties sit opposite each other

	Functions & powers
	Probe govt policy and monitor its implementation
Monitor & scrutinise spending, policies & administration of a particular departemt

Select Committees in HoL as well as HoC
More powerful, with powers to hold hearings and collect evidence

Help to make govt. more open & accountable – ministers are examined in a thorough way

Encourage a pre-emptive approach from govt – ministers unwilling to take decisions which can’t be justified before a committee
Can change govt policy
Less adversarial than Standing Committees, aim to produce a report or recommendation by unanimous decision
	Examine the detail of legislation, recommend amendments, but can’t change principles
Less investigatory – not their role, but have power to take evidence from outside officials & experts since 2006



	Possible reforms
	Personnel often lack expertise
Reports are not always taken seriously by govt

Reluctance to give them US powers, because they would control govt. policy rather than monitor it
Need to be less partisan – power of whip to select members who might be trouble-makers for govt needs to be reduced
Need greater resources

Bureaucratic – reports take ages to compile and may eventually be shelved
Need more powers – ministers sometimes refuse to attend, or civil servants use excuse of ‘interests of national security’ to remain silent on key issues
	Under resourced
Hansard Society Commission recommended setting up permanent committees so members could build up expertise

Earlier stage - Norton suggested committee stage precede Bill’s second reading allowing committee to consider wider issues before principles of bill estd.




