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Composition & functions of Parliament
Study guide
Section one – Why do we have Parliament?

Define what is meant by the term ‘legislature’
Identify the key functions of a parliament and summarise your findings in the form of a spider diagram.

Section two – What are the main functions of the House of Commons?

Watch the film about the UK parliament and take notes on the key functions of the House of Commons

Read Watts p. 190-2 and list the main functions of the House of Commons

List the differences between private & public bills. Create a timeline showing the passage of a public bill

Section three – Are our MPs value for money?

Write a definition of the term ‘backbencher’

Read Watts, p.193-5 and take notes on the key roles of an MP. What did Edmund Burke argue was the role of an MP?
Study Roberts, p.283-285 and find examples of ways in which the role of MPs has changed in recent years.

Section four - How representative are MPs?

Study Roberts, p.282 and list the 3 key theories of parliamentary representation.

Create a socio-economic profile of a typical backbench MP using the information in Watts on p.196-8.

In groups produce a recruitment advert to encourage a wider cross-section of people to enter Parliament.

Hold a debate on the issue, ‘Should there be more women & ethnic minorities in parliament?’
Section five – What does the House of Lords do?

Create a timeline showing how the House of Lords has been reformed over the last century.

Draw up a spider diagram explaining the different functions of the House of Lords.

Complete a scales chart evaluating the case for or against further reform of the House of Lords

( Essay: ‘Analyse the primary tasks of a back-bench MP’
