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Parliament & government relationships
Study guide
Section one –  What are the limits on parliamentary sovereignty?
Read Watts, p.202 and define what is meant by the term ‘sovereignty’

List and explain the constraints on the UK parliament’s legal sovereignty

Take notes on the Factortame case. Explain how this case illustrates the limits on parliamentary sovereignty as a result of membership of the EU
Section two – Do governments dominate the House of Commons?
Define the difference between ‘presidential’ and ‘parliamentary’ styles of government, using the information in Watts, p.204
List the ways in which governments dominate the HoC. Find examples from the BBC news website to illustrate your points.

Read about ‘elective dictatorships’ on p. 205-6. Create a scales chart supporting and refuting the evidence that such a problem exists. Write a paragraph with your own judgement at bottom of the chart.

Section three – What opportunities exist for holding the government to account?
Read Watts, p.206-7 and take notes on the following ways of holding the executive (government) to account: early day motions, question time & Prime Minister’s Question Time (PMQs)

Read p.207-9 and create a scales chart weighing up the pros and cons of select committees as a way of holding the executive to account.

List ways the opposition can hold the government to account in green. In red list ways the powers of the Opposition are limited. On balance do you think the Opposition is effective? Write a judgement paragraph using topical evidence to support your ideas.

Section four – Do individual MPs make a difference?
Read Watts, p.212 and list the ways that MPs can hold the executive to account. In red draw up a list of factors which limit an MPs ability to scrutinise the government.

Explain the functions of a party ‘whip’ and the reasons why MPs generally ‘toe the party line’.

Create a spider diagram highlighting the key contributions made by backbenchers to parliamentary business

Section five – Is further reform of the House of Commons required?
Read Watts, p.216-7 and list the reasons why people have called for parliamentary reform and the reforms that have so far been introduced.
Take notes on the sorts of reforms that have been called for by critics and commentators. 

Hold a debate on the issue of whether further reform of the HoC is required.

( Essay: ‘Analyse the primary tasks of a back-bench MP’
Blair being scrutinised by a parliamentary committee








