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A2 Government & Politics
Government and Politics of the USA

Congratulations on completing your AS in Government and Politic!. We will now turn our attention, for the second part of your course, to the most powerful democracy in the world – the USA. During the course of the year we will look at how this enormously important country has evolved politically, the power of the president and the main centres of power. We will discuss the key issues that grip the nation and the future challenges it may face. Details of the course are listed below.

For A2 you will be examined on TWO units each lasting 1 hour and 30 minutes. For each paper you will answer TWO questions broken into two parts: a discussion of a key term or concept (10 marks) and an extended essay (30 marks). Each unit is worth 50% of marks for A2 and 25% for the total A level.
Unit 3, The Politics of the USA
	Topic
	Examples of areas studied

	US Electoral Process and Direct Democracy 
	How presidents and member of US Congress are selected, the significance of money in influencing US election outcomes, opportunities for direct democracy

	Political Parties 
	Ideologies and organisation of two main parties, reasons for two party dominance, changes within the parties

	Voting Behaviour 
	Main influences on voting behaviour, issues which have affected election results, causes of growing apathy

	Pressure Groups
	Different types of pressure groups, methods used, controversies over extent of pressure group activity


Unit 4, The Government of the USA

	Topic
	Examples of areas studied

	Constitutional Framework 
	The US Constitution, the Bill of Rights, federal system of government, constitutional reform

	The Legislative Branch 
	The role of US Congress, differences between Senate and House of Representatives, relationship with the President

	The Executive Branch 

	Debates over presidential powers, role of the Cabinet, role of federal agencies

	The Judicial Branch 
	Role of the Supreme Court, selection process of justices, relationship of Supreme Court with other branches of government


Although the focus is on US political systems, marks will also be awarded to students who can demonstrate an ability to compare and contrast the nature of US politics with that of the UK, using the knowledge and understanding they have developed from AS Government and Politics.

Grade boundaries
	Unit grade
	A
	B
	C
	D
	E

	Percentage
	80
	70
	60
	50
	40


Exam format and sample questions
Time: 1:30 minutes

Answer TWO questions from a selection of four

Unit 3a

1 (a) Explain the purpose of a ‘balanced ticket’ in US presidential elections. (10 marks)

(b) ‘America has the best democracy money can buy.’ Why are American elections increasingly expensive and what are the effects of this on the electoral and political processes? (30 marks)

2 (a) What is meant by describing the two main American political parties as ‘internal coalitions’? (10 marks)

(b) ‘Confined to the margins of US Politics.’ Evaluate this view of minor parties and independent candidates in presidential and congressional elections. (30 marks)
3 (a) Explain the term ‘democratic overload’. (10 marks)

(b) Discuss reasons for fluctuating turnout levels in US presidential elections. (30 marks)
4 (a) Explain the term lobbying within the context of pressure group politics in the US. (10 marks)

(b) ‘Some pressure groups in the US are too powerful whilst others are too weak.’ Discuss. (30 marks)
Unit 4a

1 (a) Explain the principle of the separation of powers found in the US Constitution.  (10 marks)

(b) “Our Constitution works!” Gerald Ford, post-Watergate President.

To what extent and why can a constitution written in and devised for the 18th century still work in the 21st century? (30 marks)
2 (a) Consider the relative importance of party as an influence on voting in the US Congress. (10 marks)
(b) Evaluate the claim that the Senate is far more powerful than the House of

Representatives within Congress. (30 marks)
3 (a) Explain the circumstances in which a President will have to leave office. (10 marks) 

(b) ‘The US President is effectively unrestrained in the exercise of political power within the US system of government.’ How far do you agree with this statement? (30 marks)
4 (a) Explain the way in which Supreme Court Justices are selected and appointed in the US. (10 marks)

(b) ‘Nine politicians sitting on a Bench.’ Critically evaluate this description of the US Supreme Court. (30 marks)
Study skills
· Keep well-organised notes

· Be prepared to do much of the reading for lessons outside the class

· As you move ever closer to undergraduate worl, be prepared to go that extra mile and use resources in the department, school or local public library

· Keep a selection of articles in your folder from quality broadsheet newspapers and journals like The Times, The Guardian, The Telegraph and overseas newspapers like The Washington Post or New York Times. Read editorials in journals like The Spectator, The Economist, subscribe to Politics Review
· Use the department’s website – www.studyhistory.co.uk – especially the Politics weblinks, resources and students’ work

· Take the initiative – write to MPs, MEPs, diplomats & pressure groups to get their take on the current state of US politics (the best universities will be much more interested in students who are self-motivated in this way)

· Meet homework deadlines – students who regularly fail to do so will be put on subject report

Top tips
It will help you to keep the following documents in the front of your document up-to-date:

a glossary of key terms

a map of the USA

a who’s who guide to key US political figures

Bibliography

Politics is a fast-moving topic. That’s why it is so exciting to study. To keep up to speed with issue, events and individuals regularly read the newspapers and journals listed above. You may also wish to look for the following in your local public libraries:

Ashbee, E, ‘US Politics Today’

Bennet, A, ‘US Government and Politics Annual Survey 2009’
Bennet, A, ‘A2 US Government and Politics’

McKay, D, ‘American Politics and Society’
Peele, G, ‘Developments in American Politics 5’

Singh, R, ‘American Government and Politics: A Concise Introduction’

Singh, R, ‘Governing America: The Politics of a Divided Democracy’

Web links
http://www.historylearningsite.co.uk/american_politics.htm (clear, straight forward explanation of political institutions)

http://news.bbc.co.uk/1/hi/in_depth/americas/2008/vote_usa_2008/default.stm (details on 2008 presidential elections)

http://www.bbc.co.uk/blogs/thereporters/justinwebb/ (BBC’s US correspondent’s blog)
http://www.whitehouse.gov/ (official website of the Whitehouse)

http://www.washingtonpost.com/ (mainstream newspaper)
http://www.nytimes.com/ (mainstream newspaper)
http://www.time.com/time/ (website of iconic US current affairs magazine)
Add your own below (and email them to cvh@folkestonegirls.kent.sch.uk to add them to the Politics website)
The Politics of the USA





A2 Politics Course guide


Folkestone School for Girls








