What are the powers and functions of the main European institutions?
	Commission
	Parliament
	Council of Ministers
	European Council
	Court of Justice

	Executive body of the EU

Carries out particular policies, e.g. running of CAP (Common Agricultural Policy)

Initiates new policies

Represented by 27 commissioners (College of Commissioners)

20,000 EU civil servants help to administer the work of commissioners

Each commissioner is nominated by one of member states, e.g. Peter Mandelson was Trade Commissioner now Baroness Ashton)

Expected to adopt a European attitude and not be preoccupied with European loyalties

President of Commission is Jose Barroso

Weekly meetings
	Meets in Strasbourg & Brussels
Receives reports from commissioners, holds debates

Initially its role was only advisory, but recently powers have increased, e.g. co-decision procedure
Has the power to veto key legislation, e.g. over constitutional change

Power to dismiss the entire Commission, e.g. 1999

785 members elected every 5 years by PR

UK has 78 MEPs


	Makes all the policy decisions & issues directives

1 minister represents each of the 27 countries

Usually foreign minister, but it can be a council of ministers of specific departments, e.g. agriculture, home affairs, defence etc.

Preparations for meetings handled by COREPER (Council of Permanent Representatives)

Each member state acts as chair of Council of Ministers, rotating every six months, minister of the host country chairs the meetings
	Meets every six months, at ‘summit meetings

27 PMs or equivalents

Discuss broad issues or constitutional problems
	Based in Luxembourg

27 judges ruling on EU laws and treaties

Power to fine member states who break laws, e.g. Factortame case on rights of Spanish trawlers to fish in UK waters



Other organisations: Court of Auditors – audits all EU accounts; Economic & Social Committee – advises the Council of Ministers, and includes experts; Committee of the Regions – represents regional concerns (doctrine of subsidiarity)








