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Electoral collegs
	Advantages
	Criticisms

	Smaller states have a say
Two horse race which generally produces a winning candidate with a clear majority

In 25 of 37 elections held between 1864 and 2008, winner gained more than 50% of popular vote


	System was set up 200 years ago (1776)

Small states are over-represented, e.g.In 2008,  California has 54 votes representing 34 million, Wyoming 3 votes representing 500,000 – proportionately California should have 205 votes

Winner takes all distorts results

1996, Bill Clinton won 49% popular vote but 70% of Electoral College votes; between 1968 and 2008 electoral college distorted vote on 8 occasions, e.g. 2008 Obama won 52.7% of popular vote but 67.8% of EC votes; also Al Gore won 48.4% of popular vote to Bush’s 48%, but lost in EC vote

Unfair to third national parties

1992, Ross Perot won nearly 19% of popular vote but didn’t win a single EC vote; to succeed you need to be able to concentrate your vote, e.g. 1968,George Wallace won 13.5% popular vote and 5 states bringing 45 electoral college votes because his support was concentrated in the south

Rogue electors – some state electors not required by law to cast their vote according to the popular winner of the state; occurred in 7 of 13 presidential elections since 1960, but didn’t occur in 2008
Possibility that president and vice-president could be from different parties, e.g. 2000 election v real possibility



Your judgement








