Democrats v Republicans – card sort

	This party won back the presidency in 2000 focusing on a conservative agenda of ‘Guns, Gays & God’ and ‘Faith, Flag and Family’



	This is a more liberal party associated with economic intervention and a more activist government role in regulating and managing the economy in the interests of all the people



	Also known as the GOP – Grand Old Party



	It is historically associated with northern, pro-Union, anti-Slavery views



	The introduction and development of social welfare programmes such as Medicare / Medicaid in healthcare to promote equality



	Equal rights programmes such as civil rights, women’s rights and gay rights



	It is committed to a free market economy as free as possible from government intervention and regulation, and supports a less active, more limited government role



	It is fiscally conservative, committed to lower taxes, lower spending (with the exception of defence) and balanced budgets



	Commitment to federal rather than state government action



	It believes the private rather than public sector should provide employment, health and welfare (although it supports Medicare – thought to be ‘untouchable’ due to the grey vote)



	It doesn’t support interventionist programmes to increase the rights of minority groups. Its individualist approaches opposes the use of legislation to support ‘equality’


	A more ‘dovish’ foreign policy, internationalist in seeking diplomatic resolutions to problems



	A more pro-choice stance on abortion and more in favour of gun-control



	Due to its policies it attracts support from less affluent members of society, minorities, city-dwellers, intellectuals and radicals & a majority of women in recent elections



	It lost some of its support to  southern white voters due to its commitment to civil rights and northern blue-collar workers alienated by its liberalism


	It is more committed to states’ rights and decentralisation of power



	Following the ‘Contract with America’ this party won a congressional majority on a highly-conservative platform of ideas



	It is sometimes depicted as a ‘tax and spend’ party



	It takes a more ‘pro life’ position on abortion and is against gun control



	A new wing emerged in the 1980s and 90s associated with Clinton and Al Gore who portrayed the party as modernisers  and were determined to rid the party of its liberal, tax and spend image



	It is traditionally supportive of ‘family values’ and social and cultural conservatism.



	It is more hawkish on foreign policy issues, committed to high defence spending and the use of power to defend American interests



	It often attracts support from business and corporate interests, higher-income voters, white, rural , small-town areas, religious groups especially Protestants and evangelicals




