Elections in the UK
Decide if the statements are true or false. If they are false, try to correct them.

1. The Great Reform Act (1832) marked the first important step towards universal suffrage, when the middle classes were given the right to vote for the first time, meaning that the franchise increased from 2% to 7% of the adult population.

True

2. Secret ballots were first introduced in 1945.

False, 1872

3. Women first gained the right to vote in 1918, but it wasn’t until 1928 that women aged 21 could vote, and 1969 until women aged 18 or above could do so.

True

4. In order to vote you need to be born in Britain.

False, UK citizen who is on the electoral register

5. Until 1949 some people had two votes, if you they were graduates or business people with their firms in a different constituency from their home address.

True

6. To stand for Parliament you must be 18 and a UK citizen.

False, 21

7. The following cannot stand for Parliament: convicted criminals, bankrupts, clergy, judges and teachers.

False, teacher can stand

8. According to the 1911 Parliament Act elections must be held once at least every 4 years.

False, every 5 years.

9. Bi-elections are held when an MP resigns or dies.

False, by-elections

10. Local elections are held every 4 years
True

11. The UK send 78 MEP (Members of the European Parliament) to the European Parliament.

True

12. MEPs are elected using FPTP.

False, PR, Closed list

13. There are 129 MSPs in the Scottish Parliament but only 60 in the Welsh Assembly.

True

14. They are elected using a mix of FPTP and PR
True, AMS

