Alternative voting systems

	Recommended by Plant Report for use in British GEs.



	Used in London Mayoral Elections. Mix between alternative vote & second ballot – voters have second preference



	Second preferences counted – limits wasted votes.



	Elector chooses several candidates. No. of votes won by a party determines no. of seats.


	Some countries use open lists, to enable choice of candidates, too.



	Fairer to smaller parties and broadens representation

	Lose link with constituency



	Used in NI for local, devolved and EU elections.



	Candidates need to achieve a quota to get elected (usually around 20% in a 5 seat constituency), once achieved quota, votes from the winning candidate are redistributed



	Combination of PR & FPTP. Introduced in Germany after WWII, voter has 2 votes for candidate and for party.


	Doubts over status of top-up members



	Retains degree of MP-constituency link



	Can lead to extremism, e.g. UKIP won 12 seats (2004)



	Not PR, but produces a fairer result to smaller parties




