Coalitions

	A third force, e.g. the Lib-Dems would gain a greater share of influence at the expense of the two main parties



	In no election since 1945 has a single party won more than 50% of the vote



	Coalition governments are common in Europe, and in many countries there is no tradition of two-party government



	The idea of coalition governments is alien to Britain: voters are sure that they are voting a single party with a set of policies



	Coalitions may be associated with instability of government, but not all countries experience this



	Despite having coalitions there is often continuity of policy, e.g. over economic reform



	The Scottish Parliament and Welsh Assembly have regularly encountered coalitions



	Commentators sometimes overstate the instability of coalitions



	Sometimes coalitions have often take a few days to form



	Coalitions sometimes collapse due to the difficulties of achieving agreement



	Sometimes as a result of behind-the-scenes bargaining, compromises are made and policies watered down



	There is little opportunity for radical departure from traditional policies



	Smaller parties have a disproportionate amount of power, being able to block key policies from larger parties



	FPTP produces a partisan approach to politics rather than a consensual one



	There are not the lurches from left to right that occur when power passes to Labour or Conservatives



	Policies would be based upon greater support of the population



