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Unit 2, Governing Modern Britain, 
Judiciary – study guide
Section one – Why do we have judges?
Key words task. Match a key word on the cards your teacher provides with an appropriate definition.

Read Watts p.164-5 and list the different functions that judges perform. Why have governments used courts more frequently in recent times?

Study the information on the structure of the court system on p.166 and complete the template your teacher gives you.
Read p. 167-8 and list the functions of the jury.

Find evidence on p.168 of the independence of the judiciary.

Section two – Are judges out of touch?

Study the information on p.169-70 and find any evidence that judges may be out of touch with the general public. Try to find more evidence in the news to support or refute this view.

Are judges always neutral? Create a scales chart evaluating the evidence on pp.171-2.
Section three – Are judges too powerful?

Define what is meant by ‘judicial review’. Give 2 examples of how judicial review has gone against the wishes of Conservative or Labour governments.

Read p. 175-6 and find further examples of how judges have become more involved in the political process in recent years.
Hold a debate on the issue: ‘Have judges become too powerful?’

Section four – Has the Human Rights Act been a force for good?

Read p. 178 and note 5 key articles of the HRA. 

Why did Labour decide to pass a British Human Rights Act in 1988?

Read pp.180-1 and create a scales chart listing evidence that the HRA has been a force for good or not.

( Essay: “The passage of the HRA has provided opportunities for politicisation of the judiciary.” Discuss
