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 ‘AS Government and Politics’

Unit 1 People, Politics & Participation
Unit 2 Governing Modern Britain
Course overview
The course has two units. The first looks at how people can get participate in political processes in Britain today. We look at electoral systems and voting behaviour and the reasons for the growth in voting apathy. We study proposals for voting reform, such as the introduction of proportional representation. In addition, students examine the way political parties and pressure groups work in representing and communicating the opinions of the electorate. The second unit focuses on the institutions which govern the UK. It examines the effectiveness of Britain’s constantly changing constitution, the relationship between government institutions and the electorate, the powers of unelected bureaucrats and the growth of a more presidential style of government.

Skills

By studying this course students will acquire a wide range of skills including the ability to understand, summarise and interpret information from a variety of sources. They will develop research skills, being able to sift through the mass of information available on line, via news media, newspapers and magazines and extract and evaluate information that is relevant to a specific line of enquiry. Students will develop their essay-writing skills, learning how to structure their ideas effectively and construct a cogent and well supported argument. A significant proportion of lessons will be spent debating and discussing theories, issues and key political events of the day, allowing students to develop their communication skills as well. Successful candidates will be able to work independently or in small groups as required. Throughout the course they should collect information about topics they study from quality press articles, journals and online resources. They will also be able to keep detailed and well-organised class notes, work to a deadline and revise effectively for tests and exams.
Content
Unit 1

· Participation and voting behaviour: the nature of participation; participation through the ballot box

· Electoral systems: the role of elections in a democracy

· The nature of representation

· Political parties: the role of political parties in a democracy

· Pressure groups and protest movements: the importance of pressure groups to political communication and policy making in a democracy; pressure group behaviour

Unit 2

· The British constitution: the nature and sources of the British Constitution; the judiciary and its relationship to other ‘powers’ of government

· Parliament: the role of parliament in the UK’s political system

· Parliament and government relationships

· The Core Executive: relations within the core executive; the prime minister and the cabinet system; policy making and implementation

· Multi-level governance: elected local and devolved government in the UK; the European Union

Assessment
This unit counts for 50% of the total AS marks and 25% of the total A Level marks. Your results at AS will be graded from A-E, but the full A level will be graded from A* to E. You will find out how you performed individual units should you wish to retake. The grade boundaries for units 1 & 2 are as follows:

	Unit grade
	A
	B
	C
	D
	E

	Percentage
	80
	70
	60
	50
	40


Please note that quality of written work (SPAG) will count towards the overall grade.
For each unit you must answer two questions from a choice of four. Each question is worth 40 marks, the maximum mark for each paper is 80. Each question breaks into 3 different parts. The first will ask you to define a key term, e.g. ‘cabinet’, the second will ask you to use your own knowledge and evidence provided by a short extract to explain the significance of a particular issue, e.g. ‘Using your own knowledge and the extract explain how New Labour policies differ from those of the Conservatives’. Finally, you will be asked to discuss in essay form a particular issue, e.g. ‘The powers of the PM are considerable. Discuss.’
Sample question
It is customary to classify constitutions according to whether they are written or unwritten; flexible or inflexible; unitary or federal. Britain’s constitution is widely described as unwritten in the sense that it is not contained in a single authoritative document, although substantial parts of it are in fact written. However, some constitutional reformers have argued the need for a written constitution, and it is possible that some of the constitutional reforms now in progress may eventually require codification of Britain’s rules of government. It is also sometimes argued that a ‘separation of powers’ in Britain would help to define and check the powers of government.
(Adapted from B.Coxall, L.Robins & R.Leach, ‘Contemporary British Politics’, 2003)
a) Briefly explain the term flexible as used in the extract. (5 marks)
b) Using your own knowledge as well as the extract, explain how a separation of powers in Britain might help to check the powers of government. (10 marks)
c) ‘There is no convincing case for a written constitution in Britain.’ Discuss. (25 marks)
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Politics association resources available from www.politicsassociation.com 

There are dozens of useful articles in Talking Politics and Politics Review which focus on topics covered by the course with useful articles by examiners giving exam techniques and tips
Weblinks

There are a host of weblinks dedicated to Politics and your teacher will give you a list of these at the start of the course. Sites with a good range of articles and information to begin you research include:

http://news.bbc.co.uk 
www.historylearningsite.co.uk/british_politics.htm
www.number10.gov.uk 

www.explore.parliament.uk/
TV, newspapers & magazines
Subscribe to a quality newspaper during the course. The Times, The Guardian or the Independent would be a good starting point. Politics magazines such as The Spectator would also be helpful. Keep up to date with politics in the news by watching programmes such as Newsnight, Channel 4 news and listening to the Today Programme, PM or by subscribing to a regular podcast such as Today in Parliament or the Weekly Political Review. Type in podcasts on the BBC home page and browse for the podcast you are looking for.
