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The British Constitution 

Unit 2, Governing Modern Britain, Study guide
Section one – What will I be studying this year?

Overview of the course with notes on exam & study skills, glossary and political timeline

Section two – What is a constitution?

Read Watts p.150 and in your own words write a brief definition of a constitution.
Read p. 150-1 and list the reasons why countries need constitutions. Which is the most important reason? Note the differences between: written and unwritten constitutions; flexible or rigid; unitary or federal constitutions. Note the differences between these types of constitutions: monarchical & republican; presidential & parliamentary; constitutions based on sovereignty of parliament or people

Read p.153-4 and create a scales chart highlighting the advantages & disadvantages that Britain has from having an uncodified constitution.

Section three – What are the sources of the UK Constitution?

Read Roberts p.205-6 & Watts p.154-5 and draw a tree and on each branch list and explain the different sources of the UK constitution.

Section four – What events have helped to shape the UK’s constitution?

Read Watts p.157-8 and list the reasons why constitutional reform has become an issue in British politics.
Read Watts p.158 and list the attitudes of the following groups / individuals towards constitutional reform:

· Charter 88

· Norton &Adonis

· The Conservative Party

· Centre-Left parties (Labour & Lib-Dems)

List constitutional reforms introduced by Labour since 1997 using  Roberts p.249-256 and Watts p.158-160 as a starting point:
· Freedom of Info Act (2005)

· London Mayor and GLA

· Human Rights Act (1998)

· Modernisation of House of Commons

· House of Lords Act

· Devolved Assemblies
· Constitutional Reform Act (2005)
Create a scales chart evaluating their success or failure using the information on p.160-1.

Section five – Does Britain need a written constitution?

Note the arguments for and against written constitutions from Watts p.161-2

( Hold a debate on the issue, does Britain need a written constitution.

( Essay: “There is no case for a written constitution in Britain” Discuss.
