Who was to blame for the Reichstag fire?
	Source description
	Which theory?
	Why?
	Reliability of the account (out of 5)
	Why?

	Account written in 1950 by Rudolf Diels, head of Prussian Police Force

	a) Van der Lubbe started the fire
	Because van der Lubbe was ‘sweating and panting’ and possibly had just come from the crime scene. Author thinks it was unlikely he needed helpers despite the Communist leaflets stuffed in his pockets. He was caught red-handed with a ‘knapsack full of flammable materials’. Hitler & Goering were determined to believe it was Communists even before they had seen the evidence.
	4 
	Diels was a member of the Prussian Police. You’d expect him to side with Goerrings but he is offering an alternative view.
He draws on lots of evidence to support his view.

He is writing after the events – possibly trying to distance himself from the Nazi leaders and show his independence.

	Historians’ account based on testimony of an SA leader, who was later killed by Hitletr.

	c) Nazi’s started the fire
	He describes a special tunnel connecting Goering’s palace to the Reichstag. He says that Stormtroopers used Van der Lubbe, a mentally ill pyromaniac to deliberately start a fire.
	2/3
	Did the Communists doctor this account? Where is the evidence of the tunnel?
However, the fact that this man was later killed by the Nazis might suggest he knew more than the Nazis were comfortable with.

	Goering’s testimony

	b) Communist plot
	Goering relies on the rumours of the crowd when he draws up at the fire.
	1
	The Communists were a useful target for the Nazis.

	General Halder, CO of German Army, Nuremberg War Trials, 1945

	c) Nazis
	Goering accepts responsibility
	2
	Again Halder is on trial and trying to distance himself from the Nazis. There is no record of this conversation other than his testimony.

	British journalist who witnessed the fire

	a) or b)
	Journalist implies that Hitler was shocked by the event and hoped it was by the hands of the Communists
	3
	Although it is written by someone outside the Nazi inner circle it is written by a British journalist who would be ideologically opposed to Nazism and would want to portray Hitler as a schemer, willing to exploit every eventuality.


